Minutes for Student Learning Outcomes Committee
September 19, 2008
1:00 p.m. in G-107 
Attending:  Marty Ambrose, Ellie Bunting, Dr. Wendy Chase, Kathy Clark, Sabine Eggleston, Cindy Ewald, Mary Faulkner, Dennette Foy, Dr. Erin Harrel, Dr. Theo Koupelis, Dr. Henry Linck, Kathie Morris, Jan Ohlemacher,  and Dr. Joan VanGlabek.
*Several people were absent because of other meetings and/or conferences.
Welcome New Members  
New members Ellie Bunting, Dr. Erin Harrel, Kathie Morris, and Cindy Ewald were introduced and welcomed to the committee.
SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS

I-Skills Literacy Assessment:  Mary Faulkner is checking to confirm the availability of approximately 200 slots already purchased for this assessment. She is hoping to have representation from all campuses on the sub-committee to facilitate the roll-out of the test in spring. There also needs to be some discussion about whether this still fits into the assessment plan for the college. 
ACTION ITEM:  Determine if I-skills will be administered in the spring.
Edison Experience/First Year Experience:  Jan Ohlemacher reported for Gail Tracey on the upcoming meeting Sept. 23rd. Cindy Ewald shared the plans to develop a freshman experience program, which could include an FYE course. Pat Newell will be heading up this initiative.

ACTION ITEM:  

General Education:  Marty Ambrose reported the sub-committee has been meeting weekly and has develop a project matrix with deadlines for completion. Packets have also been developed to guide the projects. The sub-committee is looking for the appropriate place to house information and guide the process of getting information to faculty, etc. It seems an appropriate role for an Institutional Effective office. 
Kathy Clark then reported on the Planning Committee she co-chairs. (This is not part of SLOC, but their recommendation supports the need for support for SLOC projects.) They recommended to the college to establish an Institutional Effectiveness office. This committee will next be working on goals.

Jan Ohlemacher shared the progress that’s been made regarding preparations for the Curriculum Review project and the Oct. 15th Duty Day. Individual committee members shared concerns about the organization and purpose of the day. Dr. Theo Koupelis shared what his discipline had planned for the day. The following recommendations were then made as part of a motion:
1) The purpose of the day is to collaboratively examine learning outcomes for current courses to be sure they reflect all the expected learning from each course. The second purpose is to link appropriate assessments to those outcomes. The third purpose is to add a measurement for General Education competencies (in a 3rd column). 

2) Faculty need instruction on what constitutes an effective outcome and what assessments are the most effective to use. The day should include examples and have coaches available to assist discipline/program faculty teams.

3) The outcome of the day should be as many completed syllabi as faculty teams are able to review.

4) Efforts to determine which courses are General Education will not be part of this project and will be addressed at a later date. Dr. Atkins will be providing leadership in developing the vision of General Education.
5) Efforts to determine course levels will not be part of this project and should be removed from the tally form. To ensure full faculty discussion and participation, these forms will be completed by Oct. 15th.

The motion unanimously carried. Dr. Linck will prepare sample materials and work with the sub-committee to finalize plans for the day itself.

The committee reviewed the 2008-09 goals and added two more:
G. Increase the involvement of professional and technical faculty on SLOC.

H. Investigate LiveText software as a tool to help organize course outcomes. 

In discussing the need for new posters, etc., for the revised General Education competencies, Mary Faulkner commented on the availability of TV screens in the new library that can be programmed to publicize things like the new posters. There was also a motion to discuss this with the new person in charge of marketing for the Lee campus for further ideas. The motion carried unanimously. 
ACTION ITEM:  Dr. Harrel will arrange to demonstrate the LiveText software for the committee.
The chair will meet with the marketing person to discuss a plan to promote the new General Education competencies.
Upcoming Dates of Interest

Jan Ohlemacher reminded the committee to encourage faculty to consider attending any of the conferences as part of their professional development.
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
