                                                    SUMMARY REPORT

                          Edison State College CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

      FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2008 at 1:00 PM in TAENI HALL, ROOM S 117

Action Item # 1

Proposal:  Professors Douglas Nay, Earl Biggett, and Leroy Bugger proposed a new, non-experimental, three-credit course, ACG 3024 – Accounting for Non-Financial Managers – BAS.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This course, a requirement for the BAS – Management degree, would expose students to real world accounting practices.  Professor Grove raised concerns about discrepancies between the topic outline and learning outcomes.  In-depth discussion ensued regarding this issue.  Special focus centered on the second learning outcome in the course syllabus, “Prepare, analyze, and interpret financial statements for both profit and not for profit organizations.”  Professor Grove wanted to know how one proves “analyze and interpret financial statements.”  Professor Biggett questioned why “prepare, analyze, and interpret” should be three separate objectives, but agreed to split them up.  Dr. Linck wanted a direct connection between the topic outline and the learning outcomes.  Dr. Linck recommended that the attendance and grading policies in the syllabus be modified so that individual instructors could establish their own criteria in these matters.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Postponed until the November meeting pending Substantive Corrections.
Status:
Pending Approval.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.   January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 2

Proposal:  Dr. Martin Dubetz proposed changes to the course description, course prerequisites, and course learning outcomes for course ISM 3004 – Information Resources Management for Business – BAS.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  These changes allow the course description to better reflect the course outcomes.  This agenda item was moved to later in the meeting to allow members at the Charlotte and Collier campuses to receive and review a revised syllabus of the course that Dr. Dubetz provided to the Lee Campus members.  Some changes, such as breaking up assessment items, were suggested by the Committee and agreed upon by Dr. Dubetz.   Dr. Linck requested removal of the following sentence from the course description in the syllabus:  “This course will focus on case studies, projects, and group interaction, allowing students to have the ability to learn how technology can best be utilized in a business environment.”  Dr. Linck also recommended removal from Section IV, “Learning Outcomes and Assessment-Communication”, of the following sentence: “Students are required to read numerous case studies, participate in discussions with other students regarding the case study, and prepare a final analysis.”
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Approved.    Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
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Action Item # 3

Proposal:  Dr. Douglas Nay proposed changes to the course number and course title of MAN 3052 – Management Philosophy and Practice to MAN 3303 – Leadership and Management Practices.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  These changes meet the needs of students studying supervision and management, as well as being in line with Florida numbering convention.  Dr. Nay said that this course focuses on leadership.  Professor Grove asked how is a  “case study” an assessment.  Dr. Nay responded that students analyze a particular business.  Professor Grove recommended changing “case study” to “case study review”, and Dr. Nay agreed to this change.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Pending Approval.   Steve Atkins, VPASA. January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 4

Proposal:  Kim Gresham, District Director of Public Safety Programs, proposed a new, non-experimental, three-credit course, PAD 3003 – Introduction to Public Administration.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This course will provide students with a foundation for understanding administration in the public sector.  Dr. Linck urged that Section VI. “Requirements for Students” and Section VII. “Attendance Policy” be made generic so as not to appear instructor specific and allow each instructor latitude to develop his or her own syllabus for this course.  Dr. Linck inquired as to why some of the upper level courses, including this one, included General Education Competencies/Outcomes.  Professor Ransford informed the Curriculum Committee that at this time baccalaureate courses have the option to include General Education competencies in a syllabus; however, he will bring this issue to the SLOC Committee’s attention.  Professor Grove requested that “case study” be changed to “case study review.”
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was accepted with Minor Corrections. 
Status: 
Pending Approval.  Steve Atkins, VPASA. January 2, 2009.
On a Voice Vote, the Proposals in Action Items 5 – 11 were Accepted with Minor Corrections. Action verbs were urged for learning outcomes in all of the nursing courses.
Action Item # 5

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis, Associate Dean of Health Professions, proposed a new, non-experimental, three-credit course, NUR 4295 – Critical Care Nursing.  The applicable date would be Spring 2010.
Explanation:  This course would be an elective in the RN – BSN program.  Professor Grove asked if there was any assessment that would actually demonstrate skills.  
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For Section IV. “Learning Outcomes and Assessment”, under the “Learning Outcomes” column, there was agreement to change “Demonstrate” to “Analyze” in 1.1 and 1.3.  Also, for parallelism purposes, in the same “Learning Outcomes” column, “Utilizing” would be changed to “Utilize” in 2.1.  Action verbs were urged for learning outcomes in all the nursing courses.   Professor Grove noticed that the Topic Outline is not in the same order as the “Learning Outcomes.”  Dr. Gail Tracey responded that accrediting body guidelines need to be followed here.  Professor Ransford commented on the Statistics prerequisite for this course.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions


for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 6

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following new, non-experimental courses:  NUR 4636 – Community Health Nursing Theory (three credits); NUR 4636L – Community Health Nursing Practicum (one credit); NUR 4835 – Leadership in Nursing (three credits); and NUR 4835L – Leadership in Nursing Practicum (one credit).  The applicable date would be Fall 2010.
Explanation:  These courses are degree core requirements in the RN – BSN program.  Professor Lisa Rice-McGarity suggested adding the word “the” before the word “holistic” in the first sentence of the course description of the syllabus for NUR 4636 – Community Health Nursing Theory.  Dr. Tracey clarified that if a student has already taken College Algebra, the student still needs to take Statistics.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
 Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 7
Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit course, NUR 4847 – Clinical Decision Making.  The applicable date would be Summer 2010.
Explanation:  This course is a degree core requirement in the RN – BSN program.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status: 
Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
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Action Item # 8

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit courses:  NUR 3655 – Multicultural Nursing; NUR 3895 – Teaching and Learning for the Healthcare Professional; and NUR 4169 – Evidenced Based Nursing Practice.  The applicable date would be Spring 2010.
Explanation:  These courses would be electives in the RN – BSN program.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 9

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit course, NUR 3144 – Pharmacology and Alternative Therapeutics.  The applicable date would be Summer 2010.
Explanation:  This course is a degree core requirement in the RN – BSN program.  Professor Grove inquired whether the course was repeatable for duplicate credit.  Professor Tracey responded that it was not.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
 Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 10

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit courses:  NUR 3805 – Professional Roles and Dimension; NUR 3826 – Legal Ethical Aspects in Nursing; and NUR 3873 – Informatics for the Health Professional.  The applicable date would be Fall 2009.
Explanation:  These courses are degree core requirements in the RN – BSN program.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status: 
Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 11

Proposal:  Dr. Mary Lewis proposed the following, new, non-experimental courses:  NUR 3125 – Pathophysiology for Nursing Practice (four credits) and NUR 3066C – Advanced Health Assessment (three credits).  The applicable date would be Spring 2010.
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Explanation:  These courses are degree core requirements in the RN – BSN program.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Approved with Revision to remove “participation in class discussions



for assessing of learning outcomes”.  Steve Atkins.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 12

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed adding an additional statement to each of the education baccalaureate syllabi.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This addition will align the education curriculum with Specialized Association Program Standards, which will facilitate Edison State College seeking National Accreditation.  Professor Grove expressed concern over the use of the phrase “come from” in Section IV of the Common Course Syllabus template for education baccalaureate courses.  Chair Conwell suggested changing “come from” to “based on”, which was accepted.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
 Pending Approval.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 13

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed changing the course descriptions of and incorporating ESOL infusion and field experience hours into the following courses:  EEX 3012 – Educational Needs of Students with Exceptionalities and EDG 3410 – Classroom Management and Communication.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  These changes are necessary for state approval under the Meta Consent Decree for English Speakers of Other Languages.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:
Approved with EDG 3410 Pending.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 


2009.
Action Item # 14

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed the following new, non-experimental, four-credit course, EDE 4304C – Integrated Math and Science with Practicum.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This course provides teacher candidates with the skills to teach math and science in a K – 6  environment.  Professor Ransford felt that there was overuse of the word “understanding” in the “Learning Outcomes” column in Section IV of the syllabus.  Dr. Harrel responded that teacher candidates must understand content and competencies.  There was a discussion of Bloom’s Taxonomy between Dr. Harrel and Professor Ransford.  
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Dr. Linck briefly left the meeting and brought back his copy of Bloom’s Ta 
xonomy.  Dr. Linck clarified that, according to Bloom’s Taxonomy, the word “understand” is for the second level.  One of the verbs that goes with “understand” is “demonstrate”; “understand” is not the operative word.  The Collier members said that it was hard to tell what the expectations are in EDE 4304C.  For the last learning outcome in Section IV, it was agreed to change the wording from “The student will demonstrate an understanding of effectively integrating math and science across the curriculum” to “The student will effectively integrate math and science across the curriculum.”   
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status:
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA..  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 15

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit course, EDG 3620 – Curriculum and Instruction.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This is a degree core requirement that prepares teacher candidates to write lesson plans and understand the role of assessment in curriculum development.  Concern was again expressed with the word “understanding” in the “Learning Outcomes”, and it was agreed to remove it.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status: 
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 16

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed ESOL infusion into the course, ESE 4323 – Educational Assessment.  The applicable date would be  Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This change brings the course into compliance with the Meta Consent Decree for English Speakers of Other Languages.  Informational questions about the Meta Consent decree were asked by Professor Ransford and Chair Conwell.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status: 
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 17

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed changing vernacular in all syllabi for Bachelor of Science in Education courses.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  Under this change, baccalaureate education students would be referred to as “teacher candidates” to clearly distinguish teacher candidates from K – 12 students.  Dr. Harrel was commended for making this important clarification.  
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
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Action Item # 18

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed the following changes to the TSL 4340 Methods, Curriculum and Instruction course:  1. A course number change; 2. A course title change; 3. A course description change; 4. A course credit change; and 5. ESOL infusion and field experience hours.  The course would be subsequently known as TSL 4520 – Second Language Acquisitions and Culture.  Class credits would change from four to three lab credits.  The applicable date would be  Spring 2009.
Explanation:  These changes prepare teacher candidates to serve ELL learners in South Florida and comply with the Meta Consent Decree for English Speakers of Other Languages.  Dr. Linck pointed out that the objectives under Section III of the syllabus should be  bulleted, not numbered.  Professor Ransford voiced concern about the language in Learning Outcome # 8; it was agreed to change “know the difference” to “distinguish”.  Professor Ward inquired about the use of a recorder under “additional resources.”  Dr. Harrel responded that recorders can identify pronunciation problems students have.  Professor Ransford said that the Pearson Custom text should be removed from the Required Course Materials section.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.
Status: 
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
Action Item # 19

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed the following new, non-experimental, three-credit course, TSL 4142 – ESOL Methods, Curriculum, and Assessment.  The applicable date would be Spring 2009.
Explanation:  This is a degree core requirement that enables teacher candidates to graduate with an ESOL endorsement.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:
Approved.  Steve Atkins, VPASA.  January 2, 2009.
 End of Report

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Conwell, J.D.

Chair of Curriculum Committee
