                                                   SUMMARY REPORT

                            Edison College CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2008, at 1:00 PM in HENDRY HALL, ROOM K – 212

Action Item # 1

Proposal:  Professor Lisa Rice-McGarity proposed changes in the course prerequisites to the courses General College Chemistry I & II (CHM 2045/2046) and Organic Chemistry I (CHM 2210) to require a grade of “C” or better in the prerequisite chemistry course(s) for each of these previously named courses.  In other words, a student would need at least a grade of “C” in Introduction to College Chemistry (CHM 2025) before taking General College Chemistry I (CHM 2045).  Likewise, a student would need to receive the grade of “C” or higher in General College Chemistry I (CHM 2045) before being allowed to take General College Chemistry II (CHM 2046).  A student would need a “C” or above in both General College Chemistry I (CHM 2045) AND General College Chemistry II (CHM 2046) before moving on to Organic Chemistry I (CHM 2210).  These changes would  be applicable Fall 2008.
Explanation:  This would solve the retention problems caused by students who, because they receive a grade of “D” in the chemistry courses prerequisites, fail subsequent advanced chemistry courses.  Students who receive a “D” grade in chemistry prerequisite courses would be allowed to repeat the chemistry perquisite courses to achieve mastery BEFORE moving to a higher level chemistry course.  Concern was raised because not all relevant syllabi were included with the proposal, which led to confusion about what was actually being proposed. Dr. Linck and Professor Ransford explained the importance of including all syllabi affected by a Curriculum Committee proposal. 
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted with Minor Corrections.  Professor Lisa Rice-McGarity will submit all of the missing chemistry syllabi to the Chair within one week of the February 2008 Curriculum Committee Meeting.

Status:  I approve this action but await follow-up materials. (received 3/3)  N. Thomas, Approved, 3/10/08
Action Item # 2
Proposal:   Professor Don Ransford proposed a change in the course prerequisites to courses Pre Calculus Algebra (MAC 1140), Trigonometry (MAC 1114), Pre Calculus Algebra/Trigonometry (MAC 1147), Calculus for Business, Social and Life Sciences (MAC 2233), and Calculus with Analytic Geometry I (MAC 2311) to include as a possible prerequisite the appropriate CLM score.  This change would be applicable Fall 2008.
Explanation:  This change will improve student retention through appropriate course placement and reflects the Math Department’s collaboration with Student Services to develop placement scores for courses above College Algebra through Calculus I using the CLM portion of the CPT.  In response to an inquiry about placing CLM scores in the syllabi, Professor Ransford explained that the scores are not included in the syllabi because they change.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:  Approved, N. Thomas, 3/10/08
Action Item # 3

Proposal:  Professor Don Ransford proposed a new, one-credit course, Improving Mathematics Skills by Reducing Anxiety (SLS 1533), to be applicable Fall 2008.  
Explanation:  Professor Ransford amended his proposal from a “new, experimental, one-credit course” to a “new, one-credit course”, deleting the word experimental from the proposal because the class had already been offered as experimental.  This course addresses the widespread problem of math anxiety. There was discussion about faculty qualifications to teach this course and cross-listing it under both Math and Student Life Skills. Dr. Rath suggested changing the faculty qualification grid to indicate a master’s level degree to teach this class. District Director Kathie Morris pointed out that this class is only available on the Lee Campus.  Not approved
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Amended Proposal was accepted.
Status:  Approved, but must be available on all campuses.  N. Thomas, Approved, 3/10/08
Action Item # 4

Proposal:  Dr. Thomas Rath, Associate Dean of Professional and Technical Studies, proposed a change to the certificate requirements of the Accounting Applications Certificate by adding the course Personal Business Skills (SLS 1331) as a core requirement.  This change would be applicable Fall 2008.
Explanation:  The elimination of the course Business Communications (OST 2335) from college offerings makes it necessary to find a new core requirement for the Accounting Applications Certificate.  Professor Grove voiced concern about substituting an entry-level course for a second-year course.  Dr. Rath also recommended removing the statement “It is recommended that students take this course near the end of their degree program” from the course description of Personal Business Skills (SLS 1331). 
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:  N. Thomas, Approved, 3/10/08
Action Item # 5

Proposal:  Dr. Rath proposed a change to the certificate requirements of the Small Business Management Certificate by adding the course Small Business Management (SBM 2000) as a core requirement.  The applicable date would be Fall 2008.
Explanation:  The elimination of the course Business Communications (OST 2335) from college offerings makes it necessary to find a new core requirement for the Small Business Management Certificate.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Accepted.
Status:  N. Thomas, Approved, 3/10/08
Action Item # 6

Proposal:  Dr. Erin Harrel proposed a new course, Educational Assessment (ESE 4323), as a degree core requirement for the Bachelors of Science in Secondary Math & Biology Education programs.
Explanation:  Dr. Harrel was attending a conference in New Orleans the day of the February 2008 Curriculum Committee meeting and was unable to present her proposal.
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Proposal was Postponed until the March 2008 meeting when Dr. Harrel will be available to present this proposal.
Status:  N. Thomas, Pending Approval, 3/10/08
Action Item # 7

Proposal: Professor Don Ransford, SLOC Chair; Jan Ohlemacher, SLOC General Education Sub-committee Chair; Professor Marty Ambrose, Communications Discipline Chair; and Professor Wendy Chase, Humanities Discipline Chair, proposed the following three changes to the current Common Course Syllabus:
Action Item # 7 (a)- Reducing the number of General Education Competencies from six to five by incorporating “Interpersonal Skills” into “Communication”, renaming “Ethics and Values” as “Global Socio-cultural Responsibility”, and broadening “Quantitative Reasoning” to “Scientific and Quantitative Reasoning”.  The applicable date would be Fall 2008.
Action Item # 7 (b)- Removing the “Religious Observances” statement from the Syllabus and placing it in the Edison College Catalog.  The applicable date would be Fall 2008.
Action Item # 7 (c)- Changing Roman Number IX to “Required Course Materials.” The applicable date would be Fall 2008.
Explanation:  Action Item # 7 (a) – Reducing the number of General Education Competencies and renaming some of the remaining categories follow state guidelines and the practices of other Florida colleges. Professor Grove inquired about the competency name of “Global Socio-cultural Responsibility” because it is not as widely understood as “Ethics and Values.” Dennette Foy cited state mandate in response to Professor Grove’s question. 
Action Item # 7 (b)- In-depth discussion ensued concerning the proposed removal of the “Religious Observances” statement from the Common Course Syllabus.  Professor Ransford presented his findings on how the “Religious Observances” statement was originally incorporated into the Common Course Syllabus.  Professor Ransford stated that having the statement in the College Catalog was sufficient notice to students. Professor Landau voiced concern about being in compliance with the Florida Statutes and the rights of individual students. Professors Ransford and Rice-McGarity were concerned about student abuse of the right of religious observance. It was not resolved whether all students receive a print catalog or have internet access to read the online version of the catalog. The Student Representative from Lee suggested that the statement stay in the syllabus because professors go over the syllabus each semester in every class, which is the best way for students to get this information. The Student Representative from the Collier Campus disagreed, stating that every student has a responsibility to read the catalog and handbook. Chair Conwell suggested that the statement remain in the syllabus to remind adjunct and full-time professors of minority rights, as well as serving students without internet access and providing some protection to the college. Professor Ransford suggested that the topic be reviewed by the counsel for Edison College.  Professor Landau supported obtaining the formal, written advice of the college counsel.  Professor Ransford then amended his proposal to delete consideration of the “Religious Observances” statement until the March 2008 meeting.
Action Item # 7 (c)- The proposed change for Roman Number IX was a minor cosmetic change that did not generate much discussion. 
Recommendation:  On a Voice Vote, the Amended Proposal, that included only consideration of the changes in the Common Course Syllabus to the number of General Education Competencies, category titles of some of the General Education Competencies, and Roman Numeral IX heading, was accepted.  
Status: N. Thomas, Approved, 3/10/08
                                                   End of Report

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Conwell, J.D.

Chair of Curriculum Committee
