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Meeting Purpose
[bookmark: _GoBack]Review EMSTesting/Platinum features to improve exam creation and student performance. 

Key Takeaways
· Use Cut Scores for Grading: This is the Platinum default and recommendation, as it's a fairer, National Registry-aligned method that accounts for question difficulty. Raw scores often lead to artificially low grades. 
· Leverage Three Test Banks: Use the "Platinum Validated" bank for low-stakes practice (quizzes, adaptive testing) and the separate "Mod Exam" and "Final Exam" banks for high-stakes assessments to prevent question memorization. 
· Implement Adaptive Testing Strategically: Activate modules after teaching each topic to reinforce learning. Require it for a "pass/fail" grade to ensure participation without penalizing students for the system's inherent question variation. 
· Blueprint Exams to NREMT: Mirror the NREMT Practice Analysis for content ratios and target a mid-Bloom's Taxonomy average (levels 3–4) to prepare students for the national exam. 
Topics
· Grading: Cut vs. Raw Scores
· Problem: Initial use of raw scores resulted in significantly lower student grades than expected, causing concern. 
· Solution: Switch to cut scores, the Platinum default and recommendation. 
· Rationale: This method is fairer and aligns with National Registry scoring by accounting for question difficulty. 
· Impact: A test with a cut score of 63% means a student needs to answer questions worth 63% of the total points, not simply get 63% of questions correct. This prevents a hard test from causing universal failure. 
Exam Analytics: Discrimination & Bloom's Taxonomy
· Discrimination Index: Measures if high-performing students answer a question correctly more often than low-performing students. 
· Positive Score: Good question → high performers succeed. 
· Negative Score: Problematic question → low performers succeed more. 
· Action: Investigate. Common causes are incorrect keying, ambiguity, or external misinformation (e.g., from a guest speaker). 
· Zero Score: Non-discriminating → everyone got it right or wrong. 

Bloom's Taxonomy: Question difficulty level. 

· Problem: Early exams included high-level (e.g., Evaluating) questions, which were too difficult for new students. 
· Solution: Adjust Bloom's levels per test to match student progress. 
· NREMT Prep: Target a mid-Bloom average (levels 3–4) for high-stakes exams, as this mirrors the national exam's difficulty. 
Test Banks & Exam Creation

· Three Distinct Test Banks: Using separate banks prevents question memorization. 
1. Platinum Validated: For low-stakes practice (quizzes, adaptive testing). 
2. Mod Exams: For high-stakes modular assessments. 
3. Final Exams: For high-stakes final assessments. 
· Accessing Test Banks: When creating a test, the system defaults to "Platinum Validated." You must manually select "High Stakes" from the dropdown to access the Mod Exam or Final Exam banks. 
Finding Specific Questions: 
· Curriculum: Use "Education Standards 2021" or "Module Topic Objectives." Avoid the outdated "Education Standards" default. 
· Keywords: Switch the filter from "Text" to "Keyword" for precise results. "Text" searches the entire question and all answers, yielding irrelevant results. 
Importing Custom Questions: 
· Process: Copy questions into the provided template → send to support. 
· Note: Custom questions are copyrighted to your program and are not shared. 
Adaptive Testing Strategy

· Purpose: A key tool for continuous review, preventing students from forgetting early material before the final. 
Recommended Implementation: 
· Start Off: Keep all adaptive modules off at the start of the course. 
· Activate Per Topic: After teaching a topic, activate its module. 
· Require Use: Make adaptive testing a graded assignment (e.g., one test per week). 
· Grade Pass/Fail: Use a "pass/fail" grade (100% for completion, 0% for non-completion) to avoid penalizing students for the system's inherent question variation. 
End-of-Program Prep: 
· Extend Access: Extend the cohort end date by 1–3 months to provide continued adaptive testing access for NREMT prep. 
· Switch Banks: In the final weeks, disable the "Education Standards 2021" bank and activate the "National Registry" bank to focus students on NREMT-style questions. 
Next Steps
· Use cut scores for all exams. 
· Build the cardiology exam using the "High Stakes" test bank and the "Keyword" filter. 
· Implement the recommended adaptive testing strategy: activate modules per topic and require weekly completion for a pass/fail grade. 
· Extend the cohort end date to provide students with post-course adaptive testing access for NREMT prep.
· 50-question unit exams and 100 questions for final exams.
· Start of with lower blooms questions in the beginning of the semester and advance to apply by mid-semester. 
· Be mindful that the NREMT consists of 70-120 questions, 10 Pilot/Unscored questions. Students have 2 hours to complete. 
· NREMT Content:
	Content Domain
	Percent of Examination

	Scene Size-Up and Safety  
	15% - 19%

	Primary Assessment 
	39% – 43%

	Secondary Assessment 
	5% - 9%

	Patient Treatment and Transport 
	20% - 24%

	Operations 
	10% - 14%
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