

Fall 2026
Social Sciences Department Meeting
August 17, 2026 (U-119) 
Agenda 

Attendees:
	Alexandra Nikishin 
	Joel Reinking 
	Phil Post 
	Terri Housley

	Bruno Baltodano 
	Juan Ginarte 
	Phil Wiseley
	Terri Taggart

	Camille Drake-Brassfield 
	Kaitlyn Muchnok
	Randy Moffett 
	Tom Donaldson

	Eric Seelau
	Leslie Bartley 
	Sabine Maetzke
	Renee Hester

	Gary Girod
	Mark Herman 
	Sheila Seelau
	

	Jackie Davis
	Matt Vivyan
	Stacey Klein
	



Welcome Back
· Guess who’s back?!
· Summer highlights
Department Chair Update
· Things to know: 
· Stipend ($3,000 per AY + $3,000 summer)
· Reassign time (3cr for fall and spring)
· College service (looks good on your portfolio!)
· Administrative experience 
· Three-year term (August 2026 - July 31, 2029)

· For more information on the day-to-day tasks, email Terri Housley
· Specific information about chair position can be found in the 2025-2028 CNA on pg. 65 (The CNA is in the Document Manager in the Academic Affairs folder)

· Protocol for New Election:
· Eligibility: Full-time member of the department
· Approximately 10 faculty members endorsed Dr. Leslie Bartley

· Nominations: Members from the department may nominate other faculty from department and/or themselves – IMPORTANT: Please send your nominations to Terri Housley by WEDNESDAY this week (8/20/26)

· Voting: All full-time faculty are eligible to vote, the most senior member of the department (who has not been nominated) will conduct the election by anonymous ballot
Syllabi
· If you teach an express course (12-week late start) or Compact B, your syllabi need to be published 45-days prior to the semester start (not to the start of your course).  If you have not submitted your syllabi for a late start course, please submit before the semester begins on Mon. Aug 24, 2026. 

· Syllabus editing will close two weeks after the start of the semester (9/7/26)

· Spring 2027 syllabi editing will open on October 7, 2026 (stay tuned for SP27 syllabus due date)
Initial Granting – Continuing Contract
· Joel Reinking
· Committee: Camille Drake-Brassfield, Phil Post, Leslie Bartley (candidate’s pick)
· Kaitlyn Muchnok
· Committee: Sabine Maetzke, Tom Donaldson, Matt Vivyan (candidate’s pick)

· Protocol: A committee needs to be formed for each member.  The committee should consist of three faculty members (two members determined by the department and one member selected by the faculty up for continuing contract).
Adjunct Mentors
· We will need mentors for new adjuncts and those scheduled for portfolio review. Please keep an eye on your email and sign-up ASAP so we can get adjuncts connected with someone.  
· Stipends: $150 for campus adjuncts (ground/online), $200 for DE adjuncts
Psychology
· Keep/Delete – DEP 2302 Adolescent Psychology 
· Decide by Sept 10, 2026 (deletion will go before the Board of Trustees for approval)
· Keep?  Will need to submit a course change proposal updating the course sometime during the academic year. The course proposal forms and the curriculum calendar can be found at www.fsw.edu/curriculum.
· Psychology Dept voted to keep DEP 2303, Dr. Leslie Bartley volunteered to update CREATIVE gen ed info on master syllabus with Curriculum this AY26-27.
Assessment
· Accreditation/Compliance:
· All disciplines should demonstrate active improvement in assessment
· Tom Donaldson indicated that an assessment survey for students is in the works for AMH 2010 and possibly AMH 2020.

· Assessment is for finding stuff out and this can be done in various ways…
· Improve assessment measures already in place (i.e., looking at assessment data and updating/improving individual questions, etc.)
· Survey faculty in each discipline (FA26) and use as a starting point to create improved assessment measures (SP27 to be launched in FA27)
· What concerns you most about academic integrity in your discipline?
· If you were to pick just one thing, what knowledge to you want students to leave with?  
· What’s most confusing to students?
Department Meetings
· See the 2026-2027 Academic Committees Meeting Schedule
· Second Friday of the month, 2-4pm (or immediately following the SoAHSS meeting)
Emergency Remote Training
· If you haven’t already, please complete the Emergency Remote Ready Training.  Here’s the link to enroll: https://fsw.catalog.instructure.com/browse/trainingcalendar/fsw-online/courses/emergency-remote-ready-training
Other Business?





