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GENERAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Friday, March 27th, 2026
10:00 – 11:30 AM
https://fsw.zoom.us/j/81809684012 Meeting ID: 818 0968 4012

Members Present: Jamie Votraw, Kenneth Belcher, Martin McClinton, Randy Moffett, Rebecca Harris, Scott Courtney, Anna Ciamparella, Suzanne Biedenbach, Don Ransford, Steve Chase, Elizabeth Schott, Brian Page, Mary Schultz

I. Approval of the minutes from February 27th, 2026.
a. The minutes were approved without revision.

II. Reminder - Natural sciences representative needed
a. Professor Votraw reminded the council that a representative from Natural Sciences is still needed. 

III. Writing Across the Curriculum: Scaffolding and The Writing Process 
a. Professor Votraw provided an update on the ongoing Writing Across the Curriculum initiative. The February open session continued conversations from January regarding faculty concerns about:
i. Artificial intelligence in writing instruction 
ii. Student apathy toward the writing process 
iii. Inconsistencies in AI usage policies across departments 
b. The March professional development session, scheduled for 1:00 PM following the meeting, would be led by Dr. Minardi Power and focus on “Scaffolding and the Writing Process.” The session would address:
i. Benefits of scaffolding writing assignments 
ii. Supporting student revision practices 
iii. Building student competence and independence in writing 
c. Committee members discussed expanding outreach efforts to increase participation across all schools. 
i. Professor Votraw shared plans to visit school meetings with Dr. Minardi Power to briefly promote the WAC sessions.
ii. Professor Ransford suggested developing future discipline-specific writing sessions, particularly for mathematics faculty. He proposed organizing a fall session through the mathematics community of best practices group focused on writing in math courses and quantitative disciplines.

IV. Student & Faculty AI Survey (Academic Technology/FSW Online)
a. Professor Votraw informed the committee that the Academic Technology Committee, in partnership with FSW Online, was preparing a faculty survey regarding AI usage in teaching. The survey includes questions about:
i. Faculty AI use 
ii. AI syllabus policies 
iii. Student AI usage permissions 
iv. Acceptable uses of generative AI for writing-related activities 
b. The committee noted that the results may provide valuable insight for future WAC programming and discussions regarding institutional consistency in AI practices.

V. HLC Conference 
a. Professor Votraw asked whether any faculty attended the recent HLC conference. Dr. McClinton reported that attendance was primarily administrative this year, though faculty participation may increase in future conferences. 

VI. Student-Facing CREATIVE Document Review 
a. Professor Votraw presented a draft student-facing infographic document created in Canva to help students articulate the value and competencies gained through general education coursework.
b. The draft included:
i. Explanations of the college’s general education competencies 
ii. Examples of transferable skills connected to competencies 
iii. Sample statements students could use in interviews, resumes, or professional settings to discuss their degrees 
c. The committee discussed possible uses for the resource in Cornerstone courses, Capstone courses, and Pathways programming.
d. Professor Votraw noted that Dr. O'Connor had already expressed interest in incorporating the resource into Capstone courses.
e. Committee members provided several suggestions.
i. Professor Ransford recommended including links or supplemental examples demonstrating exemplary student artifacts aligned with competencies. He also suggested eventually incorporating authentic student reflections or quotations into future versions of the resource.
ii. Additional discussion focused on potentially developing a supplemental website or linked resources. 
iii. Dr. Schultz emphasized the document’s usefulness for the revised Cornerstone course, especially its connection between classroom learning and career readiness. 
iv. Dr. Page suggested distributing the document text separately for broader faculty feedback while the Canva version remains under marketing review. 

VII. Research Bot 
a. Dr. Harris shared that she is developing a digital tool to help students articulate undergraduate research and general education experiences for resumes, job applications, and transfer applications. The tool may eventually be incorporated into the student-facing GEAC resource through a QR code.

VIII. Committee–Department Updates 
a. English (Suzanne Biedenbach, Cara Minardi Power)
i. Dr. Biedenbach reported that the department is selecting a new LIT 2000 textbook, revising Student Opinion Survey (SOS) questions, and working through syllabi revisions to meet state requirements.
b. Communication & Foreign Language (Jamie Votraw) 
i. Professor Votraw reported continued work on the new A.S. degree.
c. Humanities & Fine Arts (Steve Chase, Anna Ciamparella) 
i. Dr. Ciamparella reported departmental concerns about AI policies in the classroom and challenges with recruiting new faculty for the Collier campus. 
d. Library Science (Tony Valenti)
e. Mathematics (Don Ransford) 
f. Natural Sciences (?)
g. Social Sciences / Economics (Randy Moffett; Joel Reinking) 
i. Professor Moffett noted the challenges of selecting a new history textbook. 
ii. Professor Moffett will also be taking over the position of Curriculum Committee Chair.
h. Academic Success (Mary Ellen Schultz) 
i. Dr. Schultz announced that a training session for adjuncts teaching the new Cornerstone course will take place on June 5th.
i. Academic Advising (Alex Schimel) 

IX. Announcements 
a. Professor Votraw shared news about her application for sabbatical in Fall 2026. 
b. Professor Ransford expressed willingness to serve as interim chair for the fall semester, if needed. 

X. Adjournment
a. The meeting adjourned at 11:00 am. 
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