Department of Physical Science Meeting Minutes
April 10, 2026

	Attendees
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Luminita Coman
	X
	
	

	Yadab Paudel
	X
	
	

	Marius Coman
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Hilton
	X
	
	

	Soumya Bhattacharya
	X
	
	

	Serhiy Pasishnyk
	X
	
	

	Valentin Zalessov
	X
	
	

	Di Xue
	X
	
	

	Courtney Sparrow
	X
	
	

	Gabriel Gaidos
	X
	
	

	Michael Sauer
	X
	
	

	Syed Dara
	X
	
	

	Terry Ebanks
	X
	
	

	Qin Liu
	X
	
	



Summary
Lab Course Discussion Final Meeting
The group held their final meeting of the semester with an open discussion format. Terry asked about the length of lab courses, which typically last 3 hours, and Qin explained that labs are longer than lectures because students work at different paces - some finish quickly while others need more time, especially if they haven't read the lab manual beforehand. Terry expressed appreciation for the explanation and noted that her students often take classes at the Lee campus, with no complaints about the natural sciences program.
Chemistry Math Prerequisite Challenges
Terry discussed challenges with students taking chemistry without adequate math knowledge, particularly noting that students struggle with the math requirements in introductory chemistry courses. Terry suggested that students should complete intermediate algebra before taking intro to chemistry, but mentioned that algebra is not currently a prerequisite for intro to chemistry courses. Qin acknowledged the issue and shared that they demonstrate math steps in lectures and mentioned a lower-level chemistry course (1020C) for non-science majors that requires less math, though this doesn't address the needs of students taking General Chem 1.
Math Prerequisites for Science Courses
Qin and Terry discussed the challenges students face with math prerequisites for chemistry courses, noting that many students lack intermediate algebra skills. Qin mentioned that free math tutorials are available on Canvas, though student motivation and time constraints remain issues. Luminita shared that astronomy also requires significant math knowledge, particularly for concepts like motion and stellar luminosity. Michael suggested offering a separate, credit-bearing math course that could serve as a companion to introductory chemistry, as students often lack basic math skills despite being interested in science.
Syllabi Preparation Challenges Discussion
The group discussed challenges with the 45-day rule for syllabi preparation, particularly for classes that don't form 45 days ahead or for adjuncts with short preparation time. Qin suggested using a new template that includes only important dates like exams and finals rather than detailed schedules, while Michael and Luminita proposed creating a generic week-by-week syllabus template without specific dates. Gabriel suggested developing generic umbrella syllabi for each discipline to be posted online, though Qin expressed uncertainty about whether this would be allowed due to potential variations in teaching approaches between professors.
AI Syllabus Creation Technical Challenges
Qin discussed technical challenges with using AI tools for creating and updating syllabi, including the need to download and re-upload files in certain cases. Serhiy raised a concern about whether copying from previous syllabi in the system would update non-editable sections or retain old content. Qin acknowledged this uncertainty and committed to confirming with Libby whether the system properly updates these sections when copying from previous syllabi.
Proctorio to Analog Transition Discussion
The team discussed the transition from Proctorio to Analog for exam proctoring. Qin and Serhiy shared their experiences, noting that while the switch was generally easy, there were some interface differences and challenges when migrating existing Proctorio exams. Serhiy emphasized the importance of removing Proctorio settings completely before implementing Honorlock, as the two systems cannot coexist. The group agreed that Honorlock is generally preferred by students as it's less harsh than Proctorio, though some issues remain with support access during exams.
Smart Glasses Cheating Challenges
The group discussed challenges with smart glasses in an academic setting. Serhiy shared an experience with a student who used smart glasses to cheat during an exam, leading to the student dropping the course. The discussion highlighted how modern smart glasses are now more difficult to detect, making it harder to enforce exam policies. Michael suggested including specific questions on exams that require students to demonstrate their glasses and use them appropriately, while Serhiy mentioned implementing a grading system that awards points for both answers and shown work.
Online Course Cheating Prevention Strategies
The group discussed strategies for addressing cheating in online courses. Serhiy shared his approach of requiring students to show their phones and glasses during exams, while Michael suggested conducting oral exams or Zoom sessions to verify students' work. Kimberly described her practice of filing misconduct reports after withdrawal dates to ensure cheaters receive zeros. The group also discussed challenges with adjunct faculty monitoring Honorlock videos and considered the possibility of restricting online courses to on-campus adjuncts. Michael mentioned that April, the Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs, can access dorm study room cameras to investigate cheating incidents when misconduct reports are submitted.
Next steps
· Qin: Confirm with Libby whether copying a previous syllabus in Canvas will update non-editable template sections or if manual updates are required.
· Yadab: Submit summer course syllabi as soon as possible.
· Michael/Kimberly (any faculty with relevant cases): For suspected academic misconduct cases, submit misconduct reports after the withdrawal date to ensure students receive a zero and cannot withdraw unpenalized.
· Michael/Kimberly (any faculty with relevant cases): For suspected cheating in dorm study rooms, submit academic misconduct cases to April (Assistant VP for Student Affairs/Student Life) to request access to dorm camera footage for evidence.
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