Department of Physical Science Meeting Minutes
February 13, 2026

	Attendees
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Luminita Coman
	X
	
	

	Yadab Paudel
	
	
	X

	Marius Coman
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Hilton
	X
	
	

	Soumya Bhattacharya
	X
	
	

	Serhiy Pasishnyk
	X
	
	

	Valentin Zalessov
	X
	
	

	Di Xue
	X
	
	

	Courtney Sparrow
	X
	
	

	Gabriel Gaidos
	X
	
	

	Michael Sauer
	X
	
	

	Qin Liu
	X
	
	



Summary
Meeting Updates and Fair Volunteers
Qin reminded everyone about the Form 1 self-evaluation due date and asked Valentin to inform Saeed about the required online teaching certificate and Emergency Remote Ready training. The Renaissance fair was also mentioned, with updated timing from 11:30 AM to 2 PM, and Qin invited volunteers.
AI in Physics Education Assessment
Luminita shared her selection as a Faculty AI Content Fellow and discussed her plans to create a survey for improving assessment methods in physics and potentially chemistry, seeking input from faculty on how AI can enhance student learning. Qin confirmed understanding and agreed to participate. Qin planned to let the Cengage representative present, noting there was no pressure to adopt their resources, as they were simply marketing their products.
Cengage WebAssign Partnership Discussion
Candice Mellon, District Manager for Cengage, introduced herself and Katie, their technology and growth specialist, to the meeting participants. They expressed gratitude for the opportunity to present and emphasized their commitment to respecting the time limit. Candice and Katie presented a demonstration of WebAssign for OpenStax, focusing on its features for General Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, and College Physics courses. Katie highlighted the platform's customization options, ADA-compliant content, and various question types, including ChemPad and algorithmic problems. She also demonstrated features like Mastery Sets, Show My Work, and Concept Videos. Qin inquired about physics content, which Katie confirmed is available. The session concluded with a brief overview of course setup options and customization tools for instructors. Katie also presented a video explanation of atomic structure, including subatomic particles, the nucleus, and electron orbitals. 
Student Access Service Discussion
The meeting discussed a $25 student access service for course materials, with Candice explaining that the price would be valid for one semester and could potentially be $27 through BibliU. Qin raised questions about student motivation and learning, emphasizing that while materials are important, student interest in learning is crucial. 
Next steps
· All team members: Submit Form 1 (self-evaluation) to Libby by today if not already done.
· Valentin: Inform Saeed about the requirement to complete the online teaching certificate training and the emergency remote ready (ERR) training.
· Luminita: Send out a survey by email to department faculty (including chemistry) to gather input for the AI Content Fellow project, due end of April.
· All interested faculty: Respond to Luminita's survey with input and suggestions for the AI Content Fellow project asap.
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