Quick Recap
The Faculty Senate meeting covered several key topics, including updates from Dr. Bilsky on campus activities and strategic planning, concerns about censorship of student work in Illuminations magazine, and the election of Dr. Bruno Baltodano as the new Faculty Senate President. 
Standing committee updates were provided by various members, including discussions on academic standards, technology accessibility, curriculum changes, and professional development opportunities. 
The meeting also addressed safety concerns on campus, including issues with office access and the need for improved weekend security measures.
Detailed Summary
Agenda (3/6/26) & Minutes (2/6/26)
Agenda and Minutes were both adopted.
Information Items
The Faculty Senate meeting began with Tim noting an agenda change, restoring Dr. Ortolano as Professional Development Chair, and approving the agenda and minutes without objections.
VPAA’s Update
Dr. Bilsky provided updates on the Florida legislature's budget uncertainty, commencement ceremonies on May 1st, 2026, and the upcoming Renaissance Fair on Lee Campus, which will feature over 60 tables of activities including jousting, fencing, and a petting zoo. She also announced a second questionnaire would be distributed to faculty and staff next week to gather input on the college's strategic directions for the next five years. Dr. Bilsky also addressed concerns about a voluntary student survey on intellectual diversity, stating that she would check into it.
Faculty Senate President’s Update
Dr. Bishop announced his decision to step down as Faculty Senate President after his four-year term and shared that Dr. Bruno Baltodano as the only candidate to accept their nomination for the position, resulting in his election by acclamation. Dr. Bishop welcomed Dr. Baltodano in his immediate role as President-Elect. 
Student Journal Censorship Concerns
Dr. Brandi George raised concerns about potential censorship issues with the student literary journal Illuminations, where a new screening process by Dr. Page and Dr. Bilsky has created uncertainty about content guidelines, and back issues are being restricted from publication despite being created before existing statutes. Senate membership agreed this was problematic and committed to following up with Dr. Bilsky. 
Action Items
n/a
Standing Committee Updates
Academic Standards: Upcoming Faculty Handbook transition
Academic Technology: AI and accessibility
Curriculum Committee: New Chair: Randy Moffett 
General Education Advisory Council: Writing Across the Curriculum forum on March 27th, especially those from STEM, School of Business, and School of Education, to ensure broad participation.
Learning Assessment Committee: Disseminate information from Learning Assessment white papers to departments, using methods determined to avoid AI fatigue, and report back to the committee.
Professional Development Committee: Subscribe to the new Professional Development newsletter using the link provided for ongoing updates on funding and PD opportunities.
Ad-Hoc Faculty Safety Committee: Schedule a committee meeting this month to discuss pursuing grant opportunities for baseball field netting, including consultation with administration and baseball program staff. delayed public safety response on weekends and explore solutions, such as remote card reader access for public safety staff.



