

Florida SouthWestern State College
School of Business and Technology
SoBT Department Meeting
(March 13, 2026)
MINUTES
	ATTENDANCE
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Administration
	
	
	

	Dr. Mary Myers, Dean
	X
	
	

	Jennifer Baker
	X
	
	

	Mary Fullenkamp
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Egolf
	X
	
	

	Department Chairs
	
	
	

	Alisa Callahan
	X
	
	

	Matthew Hoffman
	X
	
	

	Dr. George Kodsey
	X
	
	

	Dr. Brian O’Reilly
	X
	
	

	Faculty
	
	
	

	Dolores Batiato
	X
	
	

	Kenneth Belcher
	X
	
	

	Frederick Bruno
	X
	
	

	Krissy Cabral
	X
	
	

	Mary Conwell
	X
	
	

	Adam Davis
	X
	
	

	Alex Djahankhah
	X
	
	

	Rushell Hopkins
	
	
	X

	Alicia Law
	X
	
	

	Andrew Locantora
	X
	
	

	Timothy Lucas
	X
	
	


	
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Faculty Cont.
	
	
	

	Miguel Rivera
	X
	
	

	Mark Snyder
	X
	
	

	Dorothy Thompson
	X
	
	

	William Van Glabek
	X
	
	

	Roger Webster
	X
	
	

	Richard Worch
	X
	
	

	Munir Al Suleh (adjunct)
	X
	
	

	Sandi Towers Romero (adjunct)
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Staff
	
	
	

	Jane Charles
	
	X
	

	Judy Dantes
	X
	
	

	Christopher Renda
	
	
	X

	Albert Nault
	
	
	X

	Caroline Siefert
	X
	
	

	Michele Pelletier
	
	
	X

	Crystal Wernicke
	X
	
	

	Peter Ocsody
	X
	
	

	April Palmer (Guest)
	X
	
	

	Ileana Malavsky (Guest)
	X
	
	



Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM.
Academic Integrity, Conduct, Violations, & Appeals
· Dean Mary Myers welcomed everyone and introduced Dr. April Palmer and Ileana Malavsky as the guest speaker to discuss changes to academic integrity. 
· Dr. Palmer and Ileana spoke about academic integrity, sharing data on case increases, particularly in AI-related incidents, which have risen over recent years. They discussed their team structure, including the addition of a case manager and the training of senior leadership to handle cases. 
· The presentation emphasized their mission of providing transformative learning experiences while holding students accountable, with plans to engage in a discussion about questions and concerns regarding academic integrity.
· Ileana and Dr. Palmer discussed the student rights and academic misconduct process at their institution. They outlined key student rights including the presumption of no violation, right to written notice, access to submitted information, and the right to appeal. Dr. Palmer emphasized that academic integrity is a shared responsibility between faculty and students, and explained the process for reporting academic misconduct, including the requirement for faculty to meet with students about potential violations. The discussion clarified that while faculty can address behavior through the conduct process, grade decisions remain solely with the faculty.
· Ileana explained the student conduct process, focusing on the reporting and notification stages. Faculty must submit academic misconduct reports within 7 business days of becoming aware of a violation, and students must be notified within 6 months of the violation. The process involves reviewing incident reports to meet the preponderance standard (50% plus), assigning charges, and conducting information sessions with students. 
· Dr. Palmer and Ileana discussed the process for reporting faculty violations and handling student appeals. They explained that students can appeal findings within 7 business days on three grounds: due process error, new evidence, or excessive sanctions. The discussion covered the progressive sanctioning system: warnings and progressing to probation, suspension, or dismissal based on the case type and severity. They also mentioned the availability of the code of conduct and academic integrity report, emphasizing the importance of proper documentation even when students take responsibility.
· Dr. Palmer clarified that FSW is not a court of law and explained the non-legal student rights protected under the Code of Conduct, including due process, access to education, and anti-discrimination. She confirmed that students can withdraw from courses before a conduct case concludes, but the case and sanctions still proceed. 
· Dr. Palmer and Ileana discussed plans to meet with faculty and committees to explain the process and address concerns.
Attendance Verification Reminder
· Associate Dean Jennifer Baker reminded faculty that they should complete exemption forms for students who have completed at least one assignment after the attendance verification period has ended. She notes that the Registrar's office makes the final decision on approvals.
Academic Staffing and Syllabus Updates
· Dean Myers provided updates on staffing changes, including Kim Egolf's new role as Student Success Advisor II and Judy Dantes taking over as administrative specialist. She announced that Dr. Dorothy Thompson is leaving for a position in Texas and that Daniel James will serve as Interim Professor of Accounting in Fall 2026. 
· The meeting focused on syllabus requirements, with Dr. Harris and Dr. McClinton establishing new guidelines that must be implemented by April 30 for fall courses, including specific sections on modules, readings, and assignment descriptions. Dr. Harris was designated as the point person for syllabus content questions, while Dean Myers will share the presentation and templates from the previous meeting.
Accessibility and Course Updates
· Dean Myers provided important updates on accessibility requirements, emphasizing that all courses must be fully accessible by April 24th. She reminded everyone about the April 15th deadline for textbook adoptions. 
· She also announced upcoming travel abroad opportunities, including programs in TU Berlin and Italy, with Mike Messina seeking someone to lead a course in Italy. 
· Professor Alex Djahankhah shared his approach of embedding a quiz in the Getting Started module that must be completed before students can access other course content.
Academic Events and Planning Updates
· Mary Myers announced several upcoming events including FSW Preview on April 1st, the SoBT Honors Ceremony on April 8, Celebration of Graduates on April 22, and commencement on May 1. Professor Richard Worch inquired about regalia rentals and Mary Fullenkamp confirmed this could be done through the bookstore website. 

Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM. 

Mary Fullenkamp, Coordinator
