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GENERAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Friday, February 27th, 2026 
10:00 – 11:30 AM
https://fsw.zoom.us/j/81809684012 Meeting ID: 818 0968 4012

Members Present: Jamie Votraw, Tony Valenti, Alex Schimel, Kenneth Belcher, Martin McClinton, Randy Moffett, Rebecca Harris, Scott Courtney, Anna Ciamparella, Suzanne Biedenbach, Joel Reinking, Don Ransford, Steve Chase, Cara Minardi Power, Elizabeth Schott, Brian Page 
I. The meeting was called to order at 10 am. 

II. The committee reviewed and approved the minutes from January 16th, 2026.

III. Professor Votraw reminded the council that there is still a need for a natural sciences representative.

IV. Writing Across the Curriculum: Faculty Forum 
a. Professor Votraw started the discussion about the WAC PD by making a call for participation. She asked that all GEAC members relay the message, particularly any faculty in departments outside of the School of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. 
i. Professor Ransford suggested marketing PD sessions for faculty in pure and applied sciences and/or the school of business and technology by using session titles that relate to those faculty specifically, such as “Writing in the Natural Sciences” or “Writing in the Business Professions”.
ii. Professor Ransford noted the new mathematics courses involve writing – Mathematical Thinking and Mathematics in Context. 
b. Professor Votraw gave a review of the first WAC PD session. She explained there was a lively discussion by a group of very engaged faculty. 
i. She provided a detailed overview of the topics discussed at the first session such as writing for learning (not grammar), student interest/apathy, artificial intelligence concerns, and inconsistencies within and across departments and schools. 
ii. A major takeaway from session one is that faculty desire greater consistency and/or transparency about expectations related to writing instruction and student work. 
iii. The second WAC Faculty Forum will serve as a follow-up conversation before Dr. Minardi-Power and Professor Votraw determine a PD topic for session III. 

V. Student-Facing CREATIVE Documents 
a. Professor Votraw highlighted that while faculty understand the CREATIVE competencies (Communicate, Reason, Evaluate, Analyze, Think Critically, Investigate, Explore), students often cannot articulate what their general education experience represents. 
b. She pointed out that general education is frequently seen as a checklist rather than a purposeful set of skills, leaving students unclear about what they have achieved by graduation. Thus, Professor Votraw suggested creating a student-facing resource to help articulate the value of general education, including: 
i. Dr. Schott emphasized coordination with the Pathways program to ensure any new resources align with these existing pathways.
ii. Professor Votraw agreed, noting that Pathways can help students create a sense of purpose and intentionality behind course selection. 
c. Professor Ransford reviewed past committee ideas, including portfolios to showcase student work and learning outcomes and greater capstone course integration to consolidate learning and allow reflection on Gen Ed outcomes. 
i. Dr. Page and Professor Chase also suggested incorporating these reflections into the Cornerstone course at the start of the program to frame expectations and learning outcomes. 
d. Director Schimel discussed the existing tools: 
i. Pathway program maps and a general AA degree worksheet track course completion and prerequisites for transfer. 
ii. However, these tools do not highlight student learning outcomes or transferable skills, underscoring the need for a resource that helps students articulate what they’ve accomplished. 
e. The council agreed that there is a public misconception that Gen Ed is merely a set of hurdles and that student-facing resources could clarify the value of AA degrees and Gen Ed learning outcomes for students and the community. 
f. Professor Votraw agreed to talk to Capstone and Cornerstone about sharing a GEAC derived resource that will help students articulate transferable skills, not just completed course requirements.
VI. Committee–Department Updates 
a. English (Suzanne Biedenbach, Cara Minardi Power)
i. The English Department is working to revise the SOS questions and discussions regarding a new literature textbook are on-going. 
b. Communication & Foreign Language (Jamie Votraw) 
i. The Communication Studies faculty are continually working on the new A.S. degree program. 
c. Humanities & Fine Arts (Steve Chase, Anna Ciamparella) 
i. The department continues to prepare for the Renaissance Fair and ART24 events.
d. Library Science (Tony Valenti)
i. The library is planning for a major update to the integrated search catalog and reviewing database usage, cost, etc. 
e. Mathematics (Don Ransford) 
i. There is new position opening up in the School of Pure and Applied Sciences. 
f. Natural Sciences (?)
i. NA 
g. Social Sciences / Economics (Randy Moffett; Joel Reinking) 
i. The department continues to work through textbook requirements with respect to adopting state-approved textbooks.  
h. Academic Success (Mary Ellen Schultz) 
i. NA 
i. Academic Advising (Alex Schimel) 
i. Advising’s end of year analysis revealed over 46k interactions with students and enrollment growth of 10-12% over the last two semesters.
ii. Advising is working to ensure both students and faculty are prepared for the increased demands. 

VII. Announcements 
a. No new announcements. 

VIII. Adjournment
a. The meeting adjourned at 11:00 am. 
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