Social Sciences Department Meeting Minutes
Friday, February 13, 2026
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm (or immediately following School Meeting)
                                                           Zoom: https://fsw.zoom.us/j/82417175708

	Economics
	History
	Psychology
	Political Science
	Sociology

	Juan Carlos Ginarte
	Thom Donaldson
	Leslie Bartley
	Bruno Baltodano
	Phil Wiseley (on leave)

	Randy Moffett 
	Gary Girod
	Camille Drake-Brassfield
	Joel Reinking
	

	Alexandra Nikishin
	Mark Herman
	Jacquelyn Davis
	
	

	Phillip Post
	Stacy Klein
	Terri Housley
	
	

	
	Kaitlyn Muchnok
	Sabine Maetzke
	
	

	
	Matt Vivyan
	Sheila Seelau
	
	

	
	Donna Dunakey (adjunct)
	Eric Seelau
	
	

	
	Amy English (adjunct/advisor)
	Terri Taggart
	
	

	
	Richard Kaserman (adjunct)
	Charles Brown (adjunct)
	
	

	
	
	Renee Hester (adjunct)
	
	

	
	
	Jesus Rivera (adjunct)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


· Approved previous minutes
Social Sciences
· Adjunct Mentor: Professor Donaldson volunteered to mentor Gary Harrell. Dr. Davis will forward mentor training materials. 
· Textbook Adoptions: Dr. Vivyan sending email with corrected AMH 2010/2020 textbook information. Economics and Political Science textbooks are current. Dr. Bartley will follow-up with McGraw Hill and coordinate with Professor Housley regarding psychology textbook updates.
· Assessments: Professor Donaldson is working on a new Common Course Assessment which will be an exit assessment focused on skills rather than content area knowledge. Professor Donaldson will send an edited draft to Dr. Pritchett and Dr. Van Galen.
· Accessibility Requirements: Dr. Bartley will forward information on Yuja Panorama accessibility checker and current requirements to faculty. Additionally, Dr. Bartley will request a “quick” guide on the minimum accessibility requirements. 
· Adaptive Services: Team discussed challenges with student accommodation requests (e.g., medical excuses policy, class attendance, bypassing faculty, etc.). Dr. Davis will pass this information to Dr. Page for guidance.
· Health Psychology: Professor Housley will attend curriculum meeting for course approval.
· Canvas Commons: Professor Taggart will post “GOAT” AI psychology assignment to Commons for sharing.
· FSW Faculty AI Content Fellow: Dr. Bartley and Dr. Muchnok are serving as AI Content Fellows. Both will send updates, surveys, and newsletters to department regarding AI pedagogy/ curriculum and collect faculty feedback. Dr. Muchnok requested to be added to agenda monthly.
· Faculty Leads/Liaisons: Discussed sending brief updates regarding textbooks, syllabi, etc., to Dr. Davis for distribution to adjuncts before each semester start. Dr. Davis will forward list of adjuncts and courses taught to faculty leaders.
· Spring Fling: Professor Taggart has volunteered to organize Spring party/event.

Committee Updates (as needed)
· Academic Standards – C. Drake-Brassfield
· Academic Technology – L. Bartley
· ARC- R. Moffett
· Curriculum Committee – R. Moffett
· Faculty Senate – K. Muchnok
· GEAC – R. Moffet, J. Reinking
· Honors Advisory Council – P. Wisely, B. Baltodano, M. Herman, J. Davis
· Holocaust Committee – M. Herman, B. Baltodano
· Learning Assessment – E. Seelau, T. Donaldson
· OTOC – S. Maetzke
· Professional Development – S. Maetzke


Next Department Meeting: March 13, 2026 @ 2:00 pm
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