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GENERAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Friday, January 26th, 2026 
10:00 – 11:30 AM
https://fsw.zoom.us/j/81809684012 Meeting ID: 818 0968 4012

Members Present: Jamie Votraw, Tony Valenti, Alex Schimel, Kenneth Belcher, Martin McClinton, Mary Schultz, Randy Moffett, Rebecca Harris, Scott Courtney, Joyce Rollins, Anna Ciamparella, Suzanne Biedenbach, Joel Reinking, Don Ransford
I. The meeting was called to order at 10 am. 

II. Updated Roster 
a. Professor Votraw made a call for a replacement for Dr. Esmaeel Samaliazad (Lee) Natural Sciences & Curriculum Committee.
b. Professor Moffett volunteered to represent the Curriculum Committee. 

III. Faculty Interest Survey 
a. Professor Votraw reviewed the updated faculty interest survey results.

IV. Writing Across the Curriculum: Faculty Forum 
a. Professor Votraw presented updates on the Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) initiative. 
i. She shared a mission statement and plans for upcoming Professional Development (PD) sessions, emphasizing an open forum format to gather faculty needs and concerns. 
ii. The group discussed strategies for promoting these sessions, including targeting interested faculty, sending information to deans, and placing an announcement in the Bucks Bulletin. 
iii. Professor Ransford suggested clarifying the definition of "writing" in WAC communications to avoid misunderstandings. 

V. Interdisciplinary Collaboration Discussion
a. Professor Votraw Jamie presented ideas for enhancing collaboration between faculty members without requiring shared student rosters, focusing on alignment through shared learning outcomes, coordinated assignments, common materials, faculty learning communities, and cross-course scaffolding. 
i. She noted that many of these practices are already in place, but suggested formalizing guest exchanges to foster further collaboration. 
b. Suzanne raised the possibility of encouraging shared rosters for certain courses, citing successful examples from her previous institution. 
i. The group discussed challenges and potential solutions for offering linked courses, particularly focusing on registration issues and student engagement.
ii. Director Schimel highlighted that linked courses require advisor overrides and may face enrollment challenges due to students receiving error messages during self-registration. 
iii. Dr. McClinton shared past experiences with linked courses, noting that while they have worked in honors programs and for certain professors, they can be difficult to promote effectively due to Banner system limitations and the large-scale nature of course offerings. 
iv. Dr. Biedenbach suggested considering smaller campus locations or dual enrollment students as potential pilot groups for linked courses, while Professor Ransford proposed using express courses as a strategy to introduce linked course opportunities to students.
c. The group discussed the potential benefits and challenges of different collaboration models.
i. The group discussed focusing on a pilot program for the spring semester rather than the fall due to tight deadlines. 
ii. Dr. Biedenbach proposed holding an informational session to showcase various ways faculty can collaborate across disciplines.
1. They agreed to organize an informational session for faculty who expressed interest in interdisciplinary connections, with a possible goal of linking two large general education courses to pilot. 
2. Director Schimel suggested starting small with one or two pairs of courses, preferably at a campus location, to maximize student participation. 
iii. Dr. Harris suggested using Canvas as a platform to connect interested faculty and address interdisciplinary challenges. 
iv. The group agreed to explore these formats and potentially combine them to create a flexible, organic approach to interdisciplinary collaboration.

VI. Committee–Department Updates 
a. English (Suzanne Biedenbach, Cara Minardi Power)
b. Communication & Foreign Language (Jamie Votraw) 
i. Professor Votraw and Dr. O’Connor are continuing work on a new A.S. degree program. 
c. Humanities & Fine Arts (Steve Chase) 
d. Library Science (Tony Valenti)
e. Mathematics (Don Ransford) 
f. Natural Sciences 
g. Social Sciences / Economics (Randy Moffett; Joel Reinking) 
h. Academic Success (Mary Ellen Schultz) 
i. The college is piloting all new sections of Cornerstone.
i. Academic Advising (Alex Schimel) 
i. Dr. Schimel reported increased enrollment and the success of Express Term offerings.

VII. Announcements 
a. Dr. McClinton provided an update on the state's syllabus publication rule, which is currently under legal challenge.
b. Dr. Harris highlighted opportunities for faculty to engage in AI-related projects and professional development.

VIII. Adjournment
a. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 
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