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GENERAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
MINUTES

Friday, October 17th, 2025 
10:00 – 11:30 AM
https://fsw.zoom.us/j/81809684012 Meeting ID: 818 0968 4012

Members Present: Jamie Votraw, Tony Valenti, Kenneth Belcher, Martin McClinton, Mary Schultz, Randy Moffett, Rebecca Harris, Scott Courtney, Joyce Rollins, Anna Ciamparella, Brian Page, Suzanne Biedenbach, Joel Reinking, Don Ransford, Cara Minardi Power, Esmaeel Samaliazad, Steve Chase
I. The meeting was called to order at 10 am. 

II. The minutes from Friday, September 19th, 2025, were reviewed and approved. 

III. New Humanities Representative: Dr. Anna Ciamparella
a. Professor Votraw welcomed Dr. Ciamparella as a new member of GEAC, representing the Humanities Department.

IV. Faculty Interest Survey  
a. Professor Votraw reviewed the faculty interest survey results. 
i. The survey received 22 responses across various departments, with 17 faculty interested in interdisciplinary collaboration and 14 in writing instruction. 
ii. Professor Votraw proposed that the council develop a mission statement, identify lead facilitators, create an operational framework, and establish an outreach plan for each of the FLCs. 
iii. The group discussed the potential for student learning communities in the future, with Suzanne suggesting a distinction between faculty and student learning communities. 

V. Faculty Learning Community Breakout Rooms
a. The council was divided into breakout rooms to work on mission statements, identifying leaders, developing a framework, brainstorming session topics, and creating outreach plans. 
i. For FLC #1: Interdisciplinary Collaboration, Dr. Schultz summarized the breakout room discussion. She shared that the faculty suggests starting small with linked courses or shared assignments rather than attempting large-scale initiatives. 
1. The council agreed to begin with 2-3 pairs of courses maximum, drawing from existing successful models seen in the past by the English department.
ii. For FLC 2: Best Practices in Writing, the breakout room group completed the worksheet provided by Professor Votraw. 
1. For the mission statement, the faculty emphasized the following key points: 
a. Encourage and support faculty to include writing in a variety of disciplines. 
b. Sharing ideas and helping with assignment development.
c. Support scaffolded development of courses to develop student writing (assignments).
d. Consistency in providing feedback in writing.
e. Share best practices and provide opportunities to collaborate and share ideas for writing in difficult disciplines.
2. For lead facilitators, Dr. Minardi Power and Professor Votraw agreed to take the lead. 
3. Informed by the survey results and a discussion, the group decided that FLC #2 should meet monthly, ideally on PD Fridays. 
4. A discussion on potential session topics and activities generated the following topics: 
a. What is a writing assignment: Best Practices in Writing Assignments (across disciplines)
b. Best Practices in Feedback and Assessment 
c. Troubleshooting – Scaffolding for Student Support (writing as a process)
d. Reading and Writing: Bridging the Gap (Theory: Reading and Writing for Learning) 
e. Writing in the world of AI 
f. Discipline-specific writing, Writing Across Curriculum 
5. The group also discussed several ways to reach out to faculty, including a listing on the TCLE Calendar, flyers, word of mouth, and via email from the VPAA’s office. 


VI. Committee–Department Updates 
a. English (Suzanne Biedenbach, Cara Minardi Power)
b. Communication & Foreign Language (Jamie Votraw) 
i. Professor Votraw announced that she is working with Drs. O’Connor, Summary, and Page on a new A.S. degree program in Emerging Media Communication.
ii. Professor Votraw will be developing a new course in Spring called “Writing for Social Media”.
c. Humanities & Fine Arts (Steve Chase) 
d. Library Science (Tony Valenti)
i. The library has a new resources called “Mango Languages”. This resource is helpful for anyone looking to learn (or refresh) a new language.
ii. The library is also working to update the digital commons.
iii. There are several new special collections available, including a medical library and a collection of rocks and minerals.
e. Mathematics (Don Ransford) 
f. Natural Sciences (Esmaeel Samaliazad)
g. Social Sciences / Economics (Randy Moffett; Joel Reinking) 
h. Academic Success (Mary Ellen Schultz) 
i. Academic Advising (Alex Schimel) 

VII. Announcements
a. Professor Ransford reminded the council that attendance at the HLC Conferences in Chicago in March would be beneficial for the committee. 

VIII. Adjournment
a. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.
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