Department of Physical Science Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2026

	Attendees
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Luminita Coman
	X
	
	

	Yadab Paudel
	X
	
	

	Marius Coman
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Hilton
	
	
	X

	Soumya Bhattacharya
	X
	
	

	Serhiy Pasishnyk
	X
	
	

	Valentin Zalessov
	X
	
	

	Di Xue
	X
	
	

	Courtney Sparrow
	X
	
	

	Gabriel Gaidos
	X
	
	

	Michael Sauer
	X
	
	

	Qin Liu
	X
	
	



Summary
Welcome and Mentorship Discussion
The meeting began with informal greetings and updates about personal lives, including discussions about children and teaching schedules. The group welcomed a new adjunct faculty member, Syed Dara, who will be teaching introductory chemistry laboratory courses. The group also discussed the need for a mentor to support his transition. Valentin volunteered to serve as Syed’s mentor, pending any health-related issues. They also addressed textbook adoption for physical science courses. Serhiy reminded the group about the upcoming deadline for the Chemistry Olympiad registration.
Chemistry Competitions and Demonstrations
Serhiy discussed the importance of chemistry studies and competitions, noting that while state-level competitions were not successful, students continue to study chemistry for its benefits on transcripts and resumes. Luminita shared her experience with physics demonstrations at open house events, suggesting that similar activities could be organized for the upcoming Renaissance Faire in March, which could include chemistry and biology demonstrations.
Renaissance Fair Planning Discussion
The group discussed plans for an upcoming Renaissance Faire scheduled for March 11-12, 2026. Luminita expressed interest in helping with the event, particularly with lab managers, and Yadab volunteered to assist in the evening if the timing works with his schedule. Qin noted that the specific time for the event was not yet confirmed and would follow up with Libby for more details. Michael mentioned he could bring crystals to display, and the group briefly discussed the possibility of including chemical potions and other attractions.
Renaissance Fair Concepts Explained
The group discussed the Renaissance Faire, with Soumya seeking clarification on what makes it a Renaissance fair. Michael explained that it refers to the Age of Enlightenment in the 17th and 18th centuries, characterized by expanded knowledge and a focus on science.
Next steps
· Valentin: Mentor Syed Dara for the Intro Chem Lab, with Qin as backup if Valentin is unable due to health issues.
· All: Forward Serhiy's Chemistry Olympiad registration announcement to all students.
· Qin: Ask Libby about the specific time(s) for the Renaissance Fair (March 11-12) and communicate with Luminita and other volunteers.
· Luminita: Look up additional demonstration ideas for the Renaissance Fair in March.
· Yadab: Volunteer to help with the Renaissance Faire if it is scheduled in the evening.
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