Department of Physical Science Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2025

	Attendees
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Luminita Coman
	X
	
	

	Yadab Paudel
	X
	
	

	Marius Coman
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Hilton
	
	
	X

	Soumya Bhattacharya
	X
	
	

	Serhiy Pasishnyk
	X
	
	

	Valentin Zalessov
	X
	
	

	Di Xue
	X
	
	

	Courtney Sparrow
	X
	
	

	Gabriel Gaidos
	X
	
	

	Michael Sauer
	X
	
	

	Tina Churchill
	X
	
	

	Qin Liu
	X
	
	



Summary
Syllabus submission policy
Qin informed the group that this was the last meeting of the semester, Qin also discussed a potential change in syllabus submission policy, noting that the policy might change to requiring syllabi to be submitted 45 days before the first class, though this was not yet official.
Chemistry Course Prerequisite Review
Qin and Courtney discussed the prerequisites for the chemistry course 2045, which now included CHM1020C and 2032. Qin agreed to double-check the syllabus and mentioned teaching 2045 next semester. Serhiy pointed out the contradiction in course descriptions, and Michael inquired about the prerequisites for non-major courses. The group considered the implications of these prerequisites and discussed potential solutions, such as removing them or requiring higher grades.
Course Prerequisite Policy Review
The group discussed course prerequisites, particularly for chemistry and physics courses. They noted inconsistencies in prerequisites across disciplines and debated whether to make Physics 1020C a prerequisite for Physics 2048. Yadab and Frank agreed that students should be able to attempt higher-level courses even without prerequisites, as they can still succeed with proper study. The group also discussed the potential for students to fail prerequisite courses and the importance of advisors helping students make informed decisions about their course load.
Physics Bypass Test Discussion
The group discussed creating a bypass test for Physics 2048 that students could take to avoid taking the introductory physics course, similar to the existing chemistry bypass test for general chemistry. Serhiy noted that the course descriptions for CHM1020C need to be updated to include information about the bypass exam, as there is currently a contradiction between the course being described as a General Education course for non-science majors and its role in preparing students for General Chemistry 1. Qin shared that in his introductory chemistry class, he always informs students about the bypass option, which has helped some students avoid taking Intro Chemistry.
Course Assessment and Placement Testing
The meeting focused on course assessment and placement testing for chemistry and physics courses. Michael and Qin discussed implementing pre-tests for chemistry students to determine their readiness for different course levels, with the goal of preventing students from enrolling in courses they are not prepared for. Yadab shared his experience giving math assessments to physics students on the first day of class, noting that many students struggle with basic math skills despite taking calculus-based physics. The group agreed that assessments should be given before students finalize their schedules, rather than on the first day of class. Tina provided clarification on program learning outcomes (PLOs) and their relationship to course learning outcomes (CLOs), explaining that PLOs are broad program goals that individual courses can align with.
Next steps
•	Courtney: Send meeting minutes to Libby about the subcommittee meeting findings regarding prerequisites.
•	Qin: Check with Libby about the PLO and assessment timeline.
•	Tina: Send the list of program learning outcomes for the certificate and program to Dr. Liu by end of day.
•	Marius and Tina: Review graphs and reports after pre-post pilot assessment to decide on course learning outcomes to focus on or adjust.
•	Physics department: Consider developing a bypass test for physics courses similar to chemistry's bypass test.
•	Faculty: Prepare syllabuses as soon as possible.
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