Computer Science Department
Meeting Minutes
Date: January 9, 2026
Meeting Type: Department Meeting
Chair: Dr. George Kodsey

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Dr. George Kodsey. Faculty members were welcomed, and the start of the Spring semester was acknowledged.

2. Semester Start and Technical Issues
Faculty discussed the overall start of the semester, noting that it proceeded more smoothly than in previous terms, with no major system-wide outages reported.
Rushell reported significant issues with UCertify assignment links that broke after a vendor software update. Due to delayed guidance from UCertify, faculty were required to manually rebuild assignment links across multiple courses. Mary, Kim, and Rushell collaborated extensively to resolve these issues before the semester began. The situation highlighted the need for earlier communication with vendors and contingency planning.

3. New AI Course Development (CAI 1001)
Rushell and Alex presented updates on the development of a new introductory AI course, CAI 1001, designed as an alternative to COP1000.
Key points discussed:
· The course will include:
· Python fundamentals
· Cybersecurity and ethics
· Agentic AI concepts
· A capstone project in which students build an AI bot
· Course development will take place during the Spring semester.
· The course is planned for a Fall launch.
· The curriculum committee has expressed strong interest.
· Faculty feedback will be incorporated throughout the development process.
· Rushell and Alex plan to teach initial sections to evaluate student demand and effectiveness.

4. AI Usage and Academic Integrity
Faculty engaged in a detailed discussion regarding AI usage in coursework and academic integrity concerns.
Key discussion points:
· The need for clear, consistent guidelines defining acceptable and unacceptable AI use.
· Agreement that AI should be used as a learning and support tool, not for copying or submitting AI-generated work as original.
· A shift away from purely punitive approaches toward teaching responsible AI usage.
· Proctored exams were identified as an effective method for:
· Verifying student understanding
· Discouraging AI misuse
· Encouraging sustained study habits

5. Textbook Retirement and Course Materials
Dr. Kodsey informed the group that a textbook currently used across several courses is being retired.
Faculty were advised to:
· Review textbook adoptions in Cengage.
· Identify replacement editions prior to the Summer semester.
Courses specifically impacted include:
· COP1822
· COP2830


6. Instructional Tools, Automation, and Canvas Practices
Mark shared examples of productivity tools, including:
· Python scripts for automating Canvas tasks such as setting unsubmitted grades to zero.
· Discussion grading prompts/snippets used in online courses.
Faculty discussed:
· The current limitations of AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT) for subjective grading.
· Potential future uses of AI with structured prompts and faculty oversight.
· A caution regarding Canvas gradebook practices, specifically that initial assignments should be left ungraded (dash) rather than set to zero to avoid unintended impacts on student averages.

7. Student Engagement and Clubs
Alex provided an update on the Algorithmic Trading Club, which will:
· Meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 PM
· Be held in Building K
· Cover trading fundamentals, Python programming, and future workshops

8. Action Items
· Rushell
· Develop the CAI 1001 course shell in Canvas during Spring.
· Share curriculum drafts with faculty and solicit feedback prior to launch.
· Alex
· Email students with the room number for Algorithmic Trading Club meetings.
· All Faculty
· Review textbook adoptions and identify replacements for retired texts.
· Review and update proctored exam instructions to ensure clarity and consistency.
· Use Canvas gradebook best practices (leave initial assignments ungraded when appropriate).
· Mark
· Share Canvas automation scripts and discussion grading prompts with interested faculty.

9. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned after all agenda items were addressed.

