Department of Physical Science Meeting Minutes
October 10, 2025

	Attendees
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Luminita Coman
	X
	
	

	Yadab Paudel
	X
	
	

	Marius Coman
	X
	
	

	Kimberly Hilton
	X
	
	

	Soumya Bhattacharya
	X
	
	

	Serhiy Pasishnyk
	X
	
	

	Valentin Zalessov
	X
	
	

	Di Xue
	X
	
	

	Courtney Sparrow
	X
	
	

	Gabriel Gaidos
	X
	
	

	Michael Sauer
	X
	
	

	Tina Churchill
	X
	
	

	Terry Ebanks
	X
	
	

	Qin Liu
	X
	
	



Summary
2025 Common Final Exam Updates
Courtney talked about the new 2025 common final test, which had minimal changes to about 5-6 questions, and highlighted these modifications for comparison purposes. The subcommittee had already met at 8 AM on Oct 10 and would have another meeting to discuss best practices, with meeting minutes to be shared with Qin and Libby. 
Chemistry Course Assessment Discussion
Tina presented on assessment and continuous improvement, focusing on program learning outcomes (PLOs) and their connection to course learning outcomes (CLOs) and student learning outcomes (SLOs). She explained that departments need to select one PLO to focus on and assess in coordination with it, highlighting that Chem 2025 is currently the main focus for assessment in both the certificate and AS in Science and Engineering programs.
Chemistry-Physics PLO Assessment Discussion
The group discussed Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) for chemistry and physics courses, with Tina explaining that while the PLOs are similar between programs, there are some differences, particularly in technical laboratory areas. The discussion focused on how to assess PLO4 regarding safety and regulatory adherence, with Michael suggesting direct observation of safety gear compliance in labs as a practical assessment method. Tina emphasized that the goal is not to assess all PLOs comprehensively, but rather to focus on one or two areas where the department sees the greatest need for improvement, and to use assessment data to drive continuous improvement rather than just documentation of compliance.
Chemistry Course Assessment Strategies
The meeting focused on course assessment strategies, particularly regarding Chemistry 2025 and 2045. Tina explained that while Chemistry 2025 is currently active, the department could choose to continue it or focus solely on the lab component, and emphasized the importance of connecting assessments to Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs). The group discussed keeping the Common Final Exam as an assessment option. Additionally, Qin shared information about upcoming college service opportunities, including a FSW/Boo-ccaneer Bash event requiring table setup volunteers, and a discussion about cultural experience programs, with Kim suggesting a survey approach for gathering faculty input on cultural engagement activities.

Next steps
•	Courtney to organize another subcommittee meeting for the second Friday in November.
•	Courtney to share the new 2025 common final exam with highlighted changes during the meeting.
•	Luminita to volunteer at the FSW/Boo-ccaneer Bash event on October 23rd.
•	Qin to suggest to Libby and Gus about creating a survey for collecting input on cultural experiences.
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