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Quick Recap
The group reviewed the current status of the Common Course Assessment process and confirmed that this term’s focus remains on data collection only, with no changes to exams or instructional methods. Results will be analyzed in the spring to determine whether revisions—typically made on a two-year cycle—are needed.

They also reviewed course assessment requirements and discussed evaluating educational competencies through methods such as case studies and lab-based critical-thinking activities. 

Summary

Common Course Assessment Data Collection
The team confirmed that the primary task this term is collecting data from the Common Course Assessment without modifying the exam or teaching strategies. Ed noted that the group will review the assessment results in the spring to decide whether revisions are necessary, with the intention to update the exam approximately every two years. The group also agreed to continue administering the assessment each term to build a consistent dataset.

Course Assessment and Case Studies
The group discussed course competency requirements for both AP1 and AP2. When Tejendrasinh asked about incorporating a case study, Corey confirmed that such an activity should be evaluated this term. Gerald added that any critical-thinking activity—such as lab exercises involving blood testing or urinalysis—can be used as evidence of student comprehension.

Enhancing Student Assessment Strategies
The group discussed broader approaches to evaluating educational competencies. Gerald suggested simplifying assessment methods by integrating lab-based activities rather than relying solely on exams or written papers. The group agreed that common assessments can help pinpoint areas where students struggle—specifically citing neuron action potentials in A&P1 and cardiovascular physiology in A&P2. 


Next Steps
• All Instructors: Administer the end of term common course assessment on the last day of class and we will review the assessment results in the spring and determine whether exam or instructional revisions are needed.

