

Florida SouthWestern State College
School of Business and Technology
Advisory Board Meeting
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MINUTES

	ATTENDANCE
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Administration & Staff
	
	
	

	Dr. Mary Myers, Dean
	X
	
	

	Jennifer Baker
	X
	
	

	Mary Fullenkamp
	X
	
	

	Michele Pelletier
	X
	
	

	Albert Nault
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Faculty
	
	
	

	Frederick Bruno
	X
	
	

	Alex Djahankhah
	X
	
	

	George Kodsey
	X
	
	

	Rushell Hopkins
	X
	
	

	Kenneth Belcher
	X
	
	

	Mark Snyder
	X
	
	

	Roger Webster
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	Present
	Absent
	Excused

	Board Members
	
	
	

	Brian Zegers
	X
	
	

	Lee Froloff
	X
	
	

	Aaron Paquette
	X
	
	

	Inessa Pawson
	X
	
	

	Zarela Graves
	X
	
	

	Brian Bonacci
	X
	
	

	Matthew Opalach
	X
	
	

	Megan Guth
	
	X
	

	Joe Goldstein
	
	X
	

	Moises Martinez
	
	X
	

	Aaron Thompson
	
	X
	

	Jim Short
	
	X
	

	Nicole Bailey
	
	X
	

	Dorin Oxender
	
	X
	

	Heather Henry
	
	X
	

	Guests
	
	
	

	Mara Morrell
	X
	
	

	Eric Barreto
	X
	
	

	Heather Chester
	X
	
	

	Geraldine Gallagher
	X
	
	

	George Harvey
	X
	
	



Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 3:00 PM.
New Business.
Welcome & Introductions
· Dean Myers welcomed attendees and the group introduced themselves. 
AI Integration in CS Curriculum
· The group discussed upcoming changes in computer science and cybersecurity programs, particularly focusing on how AI will impact curriculum. 
Advisory Board Expansion
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Program Director Michele Pelletier emphasized the critical importance of the advisory board's input for the Computer Science programs’ success. She discussed potential new members as well as the potential for a student advisory board with two current potential student representatives.
Degree Program Enrollment and Articulation Agreements
· Michele Pelletier noted overall positive enrollment trends with growth in cybersecurity, network systems, and VAS/information systems technology programs. She highlighted a significant 8% drop in computer programming and analysis enrollment and mentioned plans to reach out to stopped-out students to understand why they left and how to reengage them. 
· Dean Myers announced an upcoming articulation agreement with FGCU that will allow BAS-IST graduates to automatically enroll in their master's program in information systems and artificial intelligence without taking the graduate exam.
Cyber Program Expansion and Innovation
· Michele Pelletier discussed the success of the cyber range program, highlighting its popularity among students. She announced a shift from the Infosec platform to Pocket Prep for CompTIA certifications and outlined plans for apprenticeship programs. 
· Michele Pelletier highlighted the Cyber Club and Drone Club. 
AI's Impact on Education and Workforce
· Michele Pelletier asked for board members’ recommendation on which programming language is most important for students to learn. Zarela recommended Python as a key programming language due to its versatility in web development, machine learning, and data science. Inessa suggested Python as foundational languages to prepare students for data science roles, emphasizing the importance of project-based learning and accountability in AI development. 
· The group discussed the impact of AI on education and the workforce, particularly focusing on programming skills and curriculum development. They highlighted the need to prepare students with strong Python skills and understanding of AI applications. The group acknowledged that a full AI education would require more than a typical degree program could provide.
AI Integration in Educational Programs
· Matt Opalach emphasized the need to embrace AI tools rather than resist them, suggesting partnerships with technology companies to provide students with appropriate tools while educating them about potential pitfalls. 
· The group discussed plans to replace the COP1000 Introduction to Computer Programming course with CAI1001, Introduction to AI. They also reviewed plans to transition CGS 1100 classes to Office 365 due to FSW’s upcoming Window update, adding content on Copilot and Power BI. 
· Rushell shares information about bringing an ICS Village table to the college, which would provide students with a hands-on learning experience in manufacturing plant cybersecurity.
FSW Cybersecurity Programs Update
· George Harvey requested marketing materials written in simple language to help promote computer programming programs to potential students on Charlotte campus. 
· Michele Pelletier announced that SoBT held another a successful cyber camp with 240 student applications. She also mentioned an upcoming conference, BSides SWFL at FSW, taking place November 14th. 
· The group discussed incorporating real-world breach case studies into the curriculum, with Rushell explaining current limitations due to students' technical level but expressing interest in receiving case studies from Brian Bonacci for potential use. 
· Dean Myers also announced the launch of a new Entrepreneurship program with two innovation labs featuring over $400,000 worth of equipment.
Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM. 

Mary Fullenkamp, Coordinator
