Florida SouthWestern State College
Biological Sciences Department Meeting Minutes
Date: October 10, 2025
Time: 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Location: Zoom
Guest Speaker: Professor Tina Churchill
Topic: Program Learning Outcomes

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs)  
CCC in Scientific Workplace Preparation and AS in Science and Engineering Technology
PLO 1: Effective Communication and Interpersonal Skills
· Proficiency in written and oral communication
· Strong interpersonal skills
· Effective decision-making strategies
· Awareness of self-worth, ethics, and values
PLO 2: Scientific and Mathematical Proficiency
· Appropriate mathematical skills to solve basic problems in the sciences
· Fundamental understanding of scientific and chemical concepts
PLO 3: Technical and Laboratory Competence
· Computer competence
· Basic laboratory knowledge
PLO 4: Safety and Regulatory Adherence
· Safe handling of chemical materials and equipment
· Consistent practice of laboratory safety
· Adherence to safety, health, and environmental regulations

Courses Referenced
Biology & Environmental Science
· BSC 1005 / BSC 1005L (CCC only)
· BSC 1010 – General Biology and BSC 1010L
· BSC 1011 – General Biology II and BSC 1011L
· BSC 1085C – Anatomy and Physiology I
· BSC 1010C – Anatomy and Physiology II
· MCB 2010C – Microbiology
· HUN 1201 – Human Nutrition
· DEP 2004 – Lifespan Development
· EVR 1001C – Introduction to Environmental Science
· BSC 1050 – Environmental Biology
Chemistry & Physics
· CHM 2025 – Introduction to Chemistry and CHM 2025L
· CHM 2045 – General Chemistry and CHM 2045L 
· CHM 2210 – Organic Chemistry I and CHM 2210L
· CHM 2211 – Organic Chemistry II and CHM 2211L
· PHY 2053 – College Physics I and PHY 2053L
· PHY 2054 – College Physics II and PHY 2054L
· PHY 2048 – General Physics I and PHY 2048L
· PHY 2049 – General Physics II and PHY 2049L
Mathematics
· MAC 1105 – MAC 1114 – MAC 1140 (GE Core)
· MAC 2311 – Calculus with Analytic Geometry I
· MAC 2312 – Calculus with Analytic Geometry II
· MAC 2313 - Calculus with Analytic Geometry III
· MAP 2302 – Differential Equations

Key Discussion Points
· Alignment of Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) with course-level assessments.
· Clarification that PLOs are program-wide, not course-specific.
· Consideration of assessing lab components (e.g., BSC 1010, 1011) in place of final exams.
· Balancing standardization with flexibility across diverse teaching approaches.
· Use of existing assignments, lab safety quizzes, or rubrics for assessment data.
· Requirement for documentation of assessment and improvement for institutional reporting.
· Challenges with basic student skills (graphing, literacy) and possible solutions such as pre-/post-tests.
· Emphasis on assessments focused continuous improvement.

Action Items / Next Steps
· Send email to all BSC 1011 instructors regarding the Common Final (paper vs. computer delivery).
· Copy Professor Tina Churchill on the BSC 1011 Common Final communication.
· Department to select one PLO for assessment focus.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Department to determine how to connect current course assessments to the selected PLO.
· Follow up with Professor Tina Churchill for clarification on PLO assessment requirements. The first step will be just to align what is already currently being assessed with appropriate PLO.  Work with course supervisors to discuss PLO connection to assessment selected for the course. 
· Discuss BSC 1010 assessment for the current semester in the discipline meeting.

Next Meeting: Second Friday of the month, 1:00 PM – 1:45 PM via Zoom

Minutes recorded by Gerald Anzalone

