Social Sciences Department Meeting
February 8, 2019
Agenda
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I. Writing Center.

· Ms. Price, Coordinator for writing services across FSW, visited the department.  She also oversees oral communication and foreign language center.
· Schedule of the Writing Center provided.  She provided an overview of the number of staff and peer students and job requirements.  Staff is required to have a minimum AA but we do have BA and Graduate students as well.  The centers staff focuses on essay writing across the curriculum.  The center will provide help with any writing assignment they may have in a course.
· For students who use the center, they are asked for assignment guidelines and to set up a 30-minute appointment.  Primary concerns are discussed.  At the end of their meeting they are given a revision/consultation sheet.  They can return back to the center for help.  Workshops for students are held throughout the semester.
Workshops are also held throughout the semester.
· Bi-monthly professional development meetings are held.  Scott Ortalano is the faculty liaison.  You may also contact Ms. Price or Monica Moore.
· Dr. Herman inquired about the emails he used to receive from the center about students using the center.  While these are not provided, the center can run a report by instructor.  Students also have there consultation sheet. 
· A discussion about tutor.com followed.  Ms. Price indicated that overall they are please with the service. 
II. International Diversity.

· Faculty were asked for feedback on the international diversity language.  No suggestions were made, however, a discussion in general on how the international diversity requirement was approached throughout the state.

III. One College, One Book.

· Whitney Rhyne and Dr. Shultz visited the department to provide information on the one college, one book project to be implemented next academic year.
· The goal of the initiative is to provide a college wide intellectual experience.  Faculty will be provided with copies of the book.  
· A Canvas page has been developed.  Given the book is organized by topic specific chapters it is hoped that faculty can integrate all or part of the book into their courses.    All SLS students will receive a copy.  A discussion about how fair use could be used to provide chapters followed.  Students will not be provided an Ebook. 
· Book will be used for two years.
· Idea has be presented to consider thought leaders, recommend speakers, and establish co-curricular activities. 
· It was noted in the cornerstone class students will not be reading the whole book.  It will depend on the instructor.

IV. Grade Distribution and Student Success 

· An instructor inquired about grade distribution, but was unable to attend today’s meeting. 
· Faculty discussed how different variables were involved (online, time of day, DE, mornings vs. day and evening courses).

V. Committee Updates

· Professor Seelau reminded faculty that if there are changings being made to remember to submit these changes soon for Spring course-level assessments.
· AMH 2020 changes will be provided after the spring break.
· Textbook adoptions due March 15.  Up for consideration are Social PSY, PSY, SYG, and ECO.  A discussion followed on how to submit OER information.  Faculty should still complete a textbook adoption form.

VI. Updates.

· Professor Bartley update on Elearning Coordinator.  They will not be providing technology support.  They will be trained in Quality Matters.  The plan is to review all courses.  
· Question about the Provost search committee.  It was noted that Professor Davis is on the committee as a member for the Social Sciences Department.
· Professor McDaniel provided an update on mental health on the Hendry-Glades Campus.  An invite scheduled for March 29.
· Science of Happiness Presentation scheduled for this month. 
· Mental Health Advisory Committee.  Four faculty members will receive Mental Health First Aid Instructional Training to be certified.
· Professor Maetzke will be traveling with Professor Baltodano’s class to participate in the Model UN at Harvard.


Meeting Adjourned.
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