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Welcome:  Judge Carlin called the meeting to order and attendees introduced themselves.
Review of minutes:  Judge Carlin initiated a review of the minutes from the previous meeting on October 30, 2012.

Motion to approve

Seconded

None opposed

Motion Carried

American Bar Association Updates:
The American Bar Association has not reviewed the 2012 Interim Report yet for the Paralegal Studies Program.  The report will probably be reviewed in late spring.

Professor Mary Conwell said that the program was going to wait until the ABA reviews the Interim Report before submitting the application for online course approval.  The application will include the Litigation and Torts courses as the first two courses to be offered online.
Curriculum Review:  

Edison State College is using the TED SPOL, Strategic Planning Online computer program to keep all assessment records for each department and program.  The Paralegal Studies Program is using a universal syllabus with standardized assignments that measures whether 80% of students are achieving a score of 80% or greater.  Paralegal Studies is passing at the 80/80 rule.  

Professor Conwell mentioned offering a Paralegal college credit certificate for students who have previously earned an Associate of Arts or Bachelor’s degree.  This would assist our students who are interested in changing careers who already have their general education completed.  Mary commented that she has a few students at present who have completed Bachelor and Master’s degrees.  
Gulf Coast Paralegal Association Partnership:

The GCPA has been very helpful to the paralegal students.  Members have been very generous with their time and very supportive.  The GCPA is sponsoring a Resume Writing Workshop on February 23, 2013 on the Lee Campus in B Building for the students.
Edison State College Updates:

The Paralegal Club has included meetings at night for the paralegal students who work during the day and attend night classes.  The club also continues meetings for students during the day as well.

The SACS site team will return to Edison State College in April to review the targeted areas to make certain that we are in compliance.  Records for the paralegal studies program are in order.
Dr. Worch explained that in October 2012, Edison State College was reorganized under the following four schools:  the School of Education, the School of Health Professions, the School of Business and Technology, and the School of Arts and Sciences.  Law and Public Service Programs are now located under the School of Business and Technology.  Dr. John Meyer is the Dean of Business and Technology.  Dr. Meyer has been outstanding in moving things forward and is open to ideas on improvement.

One of the operational goals in SPOL for the paralegal program is to have the two paralegal courses approved by the ABA to be offered online.  With the ability to offer more paralegal courses online, we are hoping to expand the paralegal program.  Edison State College is looking to the future that online programs should be offered to students statewide in Florida.

American Association for Paralegal Education Conference:

Professor Conwell attended the national conference in Savannah, Georgia, in October 2012.  Mary attended workshops regarding online courses, technology, and adjunct faculty.  They discussed the important role that adjunct faculty play and how they should be invited to engage in as many college events as possible. In the technology workshop, one of the universities shared how they provide a smart phone to each faculty member because most of the students use smart phones.  Mary will attend the AAfPE Regional Conference in March in New Orleans, Louisiana.  AAfPE has invited Mary to present the topic of paralegal internships.
Conclusion:  Judge Carlin thanked all for attending and concluded the meeting.

