Edison State College

Paralegal Studies Advisory Committee Meeting

Lee County Justice Center, Hearing Room 4K

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

In Attendance:  Judge John Carlin, Chairman; Dr. Mary Conwell, Judge Archie Hayward, Esta Rubinstein, Sabrina Guerin, Steven Teuber, Judge Michael McHugh, Lisa Fowler, Keith Upson, David McCormick, Dr. Richard Worch,  Colette Ott,  Jill DeValk

Welcome:  Judge Carlin called the meeting to order.

Review of Minutes:  Judge Carlin initiated a review of minutes from the previous meeting on February 22, 2011.

No objections

Motion accepted

Motion carried

New syllabi format:  Dr. Worch commented that by the Spring semester, all master syllabi will be complete.  Dr. Conwell is in the process of condensing all instructors’ syllabi into one.  The purpose of the master syllabus is to make sure that all professors are teaching the same learning outcomes for the same course and also to measure learning objectives. This syllabus is a bonafide method of assessing the learning objectives for a course for SACS, Edison State College administration, and students.  An assignment will be calculated whether the learning objectives have been attained at above 80%.  If not, the assignment will be rewritten and reassessed in the future.
Professor Conwell stated that the learning objectives come from the state’s descriptions of courses.

Dr. Worch commented that the state requires us to cover certain objectives.  If the textbook used is not meeting the objectives, we need to look at changing the textbook.  Any instructor comments regarding the texts are welcome.

Switch to Pearson eBooks:  For Fall, we have added the option of purchasing eBooks for students.  Students will have the option of purchasing either textbook packages or eBook packages from the Edison Bookstore.  The packages will include access to materials to help students understand the material.  They can also buy used textbooks online or rent textbooks.  We also have copies available at the Edison Library in the reference area.  
Dr Worch commented that eBooks are good for students in online classes and the cost for an eBook is approximately one-half the cost.  This is the first semester that we are trying this option and we are in the evaluation stage.  Any comments from faculty or students are welcome.  

SACS Visit:  The SACS accreditation site visit is scheduled for November.  This visit determines the overall accreditation of Edison State College.  They evaluate all of the programs.

AAfPE National Conference:  Dr. Conwell will attend the AAfPE Conference in Baltimore, Maryland in November 2011.  She mentioned that she was interested in attending seminars regarding eBooks, syllabi, and assessments.  She also is attending a seminar on becoming an American Bar Association paralegal studies program evaluator.

Online Paralegal Courses:  Dr. Conwell commented that she will be sending an application to the ABA to receive permission to offer Torts and Litigation online for the summer semester 2012.  One of our adjuncts had suggested that the Legal Research and Writing courses should remain meeting traditionally face-to-face because feedback is easier this way.   The ABA requires that ten hours remain traditional which for the Edison Paralegal Studies Program equals 4 courses.

Business Law Status:  Professor Douglas Nay is proposing that the Business Department teach Business Law because he feels that it is not being taught from the perspective of a business student.  Dr. Conwell commented that she enjoys both paralegal and business students in her classes.  Steve Teuber suggested that if possible, there should be two separate Business Law courses because the paralegal student’s needs are different than the business student’s needs.  Dr. Conwell stated that the paralegal students need the business perspective and the business students need the legal perspective.
Paralegal Certificate:  Dr. Conwell proposed the idea of offering a paralegal certificate because there are many paralegal students who have Bachelor or Master’s degrees already and want to change careers.  They would only need to take the core paralegal courses to complete the certificate.  To qualify for admission for the certificate program, the student would have already completed a Bachelor’s degree.
Paralegal Club:  Dr. Conwell mentioned that the officers of the Paralegal Club have been active in promoting the club.  Being involved in the club can benefit students through networking and by helping others.

The Paralegal Club has selected the After the Rain organization as their outreach project.  After the Rain program is for women exiting incarceration for drug-/or alcohol-related offenses.  The club also participated in a fundraiser for a paralegal student diagnosed with cancer.  Their efforts raised $300 towards her medical expenses.  They hope to host another fundraiser for a paralyzed paralegal student.  The club also has arranged for guest speakers at lunch meetings.  They have been invited to attend Gulf Coast Paralegal Association and Lee County Alliance meetings.
Paralegal Internships:  Several of the paralegal internship students have gained employment from their internship provider.  A couple of our graduates are attending Ave Maria Law School.
Conclusion:  Judge Carlin thanked all for attending and the meeting closed.

