Edison College
Paralegal Studies Advisory Committee Meeting

Lee County Justice Center, Hearing Room 4K
Wednesday, September 30, 2009
In Attendance:  Judge John Carlin, Chair; Mary Conwell, Mary Lou Breaz, Brad Dooley (Student Rep.), Sabrina Guerin, Steven Teuber, David Migut, Esta Rubinstein, Judge Ed Volz, Mike Nisson, Kim Gresham, Linda Welch, Jill DeValk. 
Welcome:  Judge Carlin called the meeting to order and had everyone introduce themselves. 
Review of Minutes:  Judge Carlin initiated a review of minutes from the last meeting on Tuesday, November 18, 2008.

No Objections
Motion to accept 
Approved

Change in Program Structure
· 20% increase in enrollment – larger classes
· Department Chairs:
· Mike Nisson – Paralegal, Crime Scene, and Criminal Justice

· Kim Gresham – BAS in Public Safety Administration

· Craig Aberbach – EMS/Fire

· Mary Conwell – Paralegal Studies Program Director

· Jill DeValk has a new job title – Instructional Assistant

· She has been very helpful with the ABA

· Helps the Professors who teach in the evenings

Preparation of ABA site visit

· Full re-approval process within next six months
· Three day visit – every campus – the library material at the Collier and Charlotte campuses need to be checked prior to this visit

· We need to have materials accessible electronically and then we can offer Legal Research and Writing I & II on the Collier and Charlotte campuses

Paralegal Advisory Committee Guidelines
· The guidelines were handed out.
· These are general guidelines
· Page two – Subcommittees 
· Curriculum
· Library
· Internship and Placement
Subcommittee Membership
· Subcommittees were formed

· Curriculum – Judge Carlin, Judge Volz, Steve Teuber, David Migut

· Library – Judge Volz, Dr. Mary Conwell, Esta Rubinstein 

· Internship and Placement – Sabrina Guerin, Mary Lou Braez, Brad Dooley

Employer Surveys
· Email or USPS
Graduate Surveys
· On hold for right now as they have to be approved by administration first.
Proposed Curriculum Change 
· Merge Business Law II into Business Law I course
· Business Law II is an elective and Business Law I is required

· Constitutional Law  - “recommended”

· Offer as a Social Science general education course, elective or core requirement


· After a lengthy discussion it was agreed to offered it as a core requirement

Upgrading Adjunct Training

· Paralegal course writing assignments
· Mini-portfolios

· Write brief statement on philosophy of teaching

· Incorporate student’s review of instruction evaluations (SIR II)

· Include syllabi

Internships
· Going well – students are obtaining employment – we have a very receptive community
CLA/CP Update
· Review courses at Edison on four Saturdays:  10/17, 10/24, 10/31, and 11/7/09
· Test at Edison on 12/4 and 12/5/09

· Mary Lou indicated that Dr. Conwell’s Legal Research and Writing courses really helped her when she sat for the test.
AAfPE in Portland, Oregon in October

· The dates are Wednesday, October 28 – Sunday November 1, 2009

· In the future would like to see fundraisers so that the students will have the opportunity to go
Paralegal Club

· Brad Dooley is the new president
· Are having a lot of turn out at the meetings
· Researching a golf outing with local attorneys to raise funds to paid for student trips
· Will be preparing a Thanksgiving Basket again this year to go to a needy student’s family
· Club is looking into charity and networking events 
Schedule November Advisory Meeting

· Next meeting will be on Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 11:30 a.m.

Good of the Order

· Dr. Conwell mentioned she would like to see more students studying abroad – London/Paris

· Explore the English and French legal system

· Eight – Twenty-one days long in the spring or summer

· If anyone has any suggestions or thoughts please email Dr. Conwell
Conclusion
· Judge Carlin thanked all for coming and concluded the meeting.
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