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Academic Success Department Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 14, 2016 

9:00 am – 10:00 am 
AA-177 

 
Attendance:  Dr. Kelley Newhouse, Karen Maguire, Wanda Day, Heather Olson, Dr. Martin Tawil, Troy 

Tucker, Dr. Mary Ellen Schultz, Dr. Duke DiPofi, Renee Hester, Dr. Mary Myers, Robert Olancin, and Dr. 

Kathy Clark. Dr. Eileen DeLuca 

Guests: Monica Moore, Nathan Lewis, Andrae Jones. Dr. Martin McClinton 

Welcome and Good News 

 Dr. DeLuca met a student who is a non-traditional student in SLS1515. He really enjoys it.  

Professor Olancin is a great professor and his class is engaging. 

Academic Structure for AA Degree 

 Dr. McClinton visited to talk about the structure change. He and Dr. Deluca noted: 

o Dr. Clark is the associate dean for both SAHSS and SPAS 

o Academic Support and Library report to Provost 

o Academic Success: Cornerstone, SLS, REA and EAP, will report to dean of SAHSS. Search 

will be underway shortly. 

o This is a natural fit since it is an AA elective 

Monica Moore and Nathan Lewis 

o Laura Price – Oversees the Oral Communication Center and a new Foreign Language 

Computer Lab (Q216).  There are 4 full time, 2 Part Time and 3 student assistants in the 

Writing Lab. 

 

Developmental  
ENC1102 

438 Unique Visits 962 Hours 

SLS1515 145 Unique Visits 152 Hours 

Non-English Courses 868 Unique Visits  

 

The GPS Activities are overwhelming the Writing Center.  Think about having students who need it and 

then send them to the center that is most helpful.  If you are sending your entire class, please give a 

heads-up to the Writing Center staff.   

Discussion – GPS students were turned away from a workshop.  Dr. Deluca will discuss staffing issues 

and see if we can come up with a plan to accommodate everyone. 
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Can we set up a tour so that students don’t have to take up space if they don’t need the help, but want 

to know about the centers. Will explore setting up a class for mirror classes so that an IA could come and 

speak to all the classes at one time. 

Andrae Jones 

 New Advising System 

 30 minutes – hope to get back to 60 minutes for spring 

 System has glitches with IE.  Use Chrome or Firefox 

 Advisors have created outcomes for each type of visit. 

 Have students say it’s for a GPS assignment 

 Faculty would like to be aware of the learning outcomes that have been developed in advising 

 Type focus – bring it with them to advising.  There is a checklist that students need prior to 

meeting with advising.  Faculty were not informed and could not prepare students.  

 Dr. Deluca said there should be partnership between advising and academics. The conversation 

will continue. Cross attendance at meetings will help. 

Participation: General Education Requirements 

 Critical Thinking and Quantitative Reasoning are the two chosen for Gen Ed Assessment 

 Due October 21 

 Will discuss in breakout session 

Adjunct Faculty Mentoring Program 

 New Adjuncts and all who are up for review. They have been notified 

 Adjunct Portfolios are due Feb. 25 and will be done through Canvas 

 If adjuncts want to send availability to Dr. Clark and Bonnie, they will use that information if 

additional spring sections are needed. Spring is fully scheduled.  

 Heather offered a Saturday morning coffee session. Informal meetings are appreciated. 

Faculty Evaluations 

 Professor Day distributed the new questionnaire. 

 Grammatical error in question 16. Dr. Tawil will notify Dr. Van Gaalen 

 SLS1515 will be assessed in spring term, per the QEP.  Will be reevaluated after spring term. 

 Dr. Clark appreciated the faculty visits from faculty who wanted to discuss their Declaration of 

Weights.  As the college explores rank and tenure, having documentation of your 

accomplishments is important. 

 Halloween and Thanksgiving 

o Candy bags will be given out in S building 

o If you would like to donate candy, please do so 

o Bonnie Lawler is collecting Thanksgiving donations 

o Kelley Newhouse is collecting donations on Collier 

o Wanda Day is involved in the Charlotte Halloween House 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am 



3 
 

Breakout Sessions 

SLS1515 BREAKOUT 11:00 – 12:00 

2017 FYE Conference  

 Proposals Submitted: 

o Dr. Tawil: Poster 

o Dr. Clark and Professor Rhyne 

o Dr. Shultz and Professor Rhyne 

 Dr. DeLuca and Dr. Clark will be happy to help anyone who would like to write a proposal for 2018. 

Proposals tied to assessment are usually accepted. Dr. Clark can provide examples. 

 Five faculty have funding to attend.  Priority goes to the new faculty and those who have never 

attended. 

 Email Dr. Clark if you are interested. Let her know if you are willing to share rooms/drive. 

Blended SLS 

 Drs. Tawil, Newhouse and Myers showed the course shell.  Work is well underway. The course is 

using a flipped model – online activities prior to class, followed by in-class activities. Some material 

will be presented new in the classroom setting so that proper emphasis can be given. Faculty are 

confident in this model, as research supports blended learning.  Faculty volunteered to do a lit 

review if needed. 

GPS 

 There was a discussion regarding the GPS assignment for advising.  Faculty were concerned that 

this activity was developed without their input.  Students are not being credited for visiting 

advising if they did not specify it was a GPS appointment. Is this in the students’ best interests? If 

was felt that further conversation is needed with advising. 

General Education  

 Faculty worked as a team to complete the Gen Ed worksheet.  They identified Think and 

Communicate as the two competencies for SLS1515. 

 Critical Thinking Journal 2 was selected as the artifact for General Education Assessment. 
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