Nursing, AS


Graduates of the Associate in Science in Nursing (ASN) program are prepared to become licensed as a Registered Nurse (RN). The role of a RN is to assess and evaluate clients and their healthcare needs, develop and implement plans of care, and document client responses to interventions. Nurses administer care to people who are ill, injured, convalescent, or disabled. Nurses counsel clients seeking healthier lifestyles.

The   ASN curriculum   incorporates   classroom   instruction,   laboratory,   simulation education, and clinical practice in the care of diverse populations. Local health facilities are utilized for clinical practice, including community agencies, acute care institutions, long-term and ambulatory care facilities. Graduates of the program possess knowledge, values, skills, and compassion;  all  are  essential  for  professional  nursing  practice  in  a  dynamic  and  rapidly changing health care environment.

Current occupational employment and wages data for Registered Nurses are published by the United States Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics at www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes291141.htm.

ACCREDITATION
Florida SouthWestern State College Associate in Science in Nursing Program is accredited by:
Accreditation Commission on Education in Nursing, Inc. (ACEN)
3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 850
Atlanta, Georgia 30326
  Telephone:  404-975-5000
http://acenursing.org/

CURRICULUM OPTIONS
Florida SouthWestern State College offers three options for students to apply, enroll, and complete the Nursing AS degree program:

Entry  Curriculum,  Full-Time,  4  semesters  –  for  applicants  entering  the  nursing profession who do not meet the criteria below for acceptance into the Transition Curriculum
Entry  Curriculum,  Part-Time,  5  semesters  –  for  applicants  entering  the  nursing profession who do not meet the criteria below for acceptance into the Transition Curriculum; for applicants who would like to complete the program on a part-time basis with classes offered evening and weekend hours. The Part-Time curriculum is currently offered on the Thomas Edison Campus only.
Transition Curriculum, Full-Time, 3 semesters – statewide articulations agreements allow for a minimum guarantee of articulated credit from for applicants who have completed a Licensed Practical Nursing Program in Florida and hold current Florida licensure as a Licensed Practical Nurse/LPN. Applicants must enter the ASN program within five years of their program completion date.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS and PROGRAM LENGTH
The ASN degree consists of 72 credit hours. These hours include General Education (16 credits) and Program Specific Courses (3014 credits), and Nursing Core Courses (42 credits). Competitive applicants will have completed most or all of their General Education and Program Specific courses before starting the Nursing Core courses. 

Prior to admission, Minimally, students applicants must complete the following PRIOR to admissions into each curriculum:
· ENTRY – Statistical Methods IAny General Education Math - for students applying in May 2016 to start the nursing program in August 2016. NOTE: Students applying in October 2016 to start the nursing program in January 2017 must complete STA 2023 Statistical Methods I. 
· BSC 1085C or BSC 1093C  or Any General Education Mathematics, Human Anatomy and Physiology I with Lab 
· TRANSITION – Statistical Methods I or Any General Education Mathematics, Human Anatomy and Physiology I with Lab, Human Anatomy and Physiology II with Lab, and Composition I.

Prior to registration for the final semester of the Nursing Program, students MUST complete all General Education and Program Specific courses outlined in the Program of Study below. 

Nursing Core Courses are completed in a four (4) semester cohort/group sequence. Students who begin the program in Fall semester can successfully complete the program in 20 months. Students who begin the program in Spring semester can successfully complete the program in 24 months. 


Prior to registration for the final semester of the Nursing Program, students MUST complete all General Education and Program Specific courses. 


Each curriculum option in the ASN Program is offered during various terms on Florida SouthWestern State College’s three   campus locations and takes various numbers of terms and calendar months to complete:


	
AS Nursing
Curriculum
	LEE CAMPUS START TERM
	COLLIER CAMPUS START TERM
	CHARLOTTE CAMPUS START TERM

	Entry Full-Time
4 semesters
22 calendar months
	FALL
	FALL
	FALL

	Entry Full-Time
4 semesters
24 calendar months
	SPRING
	SPRING
	SPRING

	Entry Part-Time
5 semesters
21 calendar months
(includes a Summer)
	FALL
	
	

	Transition Full-Time
3 semesters
16 calendar months

	FALL
	FALL
	

	Transition Full-Time
3 semesters
16 calendar months
	SPRING
	
	SPRING




APPLICATION DEADLINES
Fall Semester Start – Application due by May 15
Spring Semester Start – Application due by October 1

*Finalists will be notified within four weeks after application deadlines.

The ASNursing program has limited enrollment due to the rigorous clinical education requirements for the program. Acceptance to Florida SouthWestern State College does not imply acceptance into the ASN program. Each applicant must meet specific criteria which are listed in the admission policies. The Criteria for Admission Policies are available through the School of Health Professions Nursing office on each campus. Admission information and applications are located at http://www.fsw.edu/academics/programs/asnursing.

Phase I: AcceptanceInitial review of applications to the program is based on a tally calculation of admission points using completed pre- nursing course GPA, TEAS test pre-admission testing scores, and the total number of general  education/program specific courses completed. Pre-admission standardized examination includes the Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS).Health Education Systems, Inc. (HESI) for Entry and Transition applicants.


Phase II: After notification, finalists At the applicant’s expense, a  must complete the following:college-approved criminal records check and drug testing must be completed. Note that applicants should consult Florida Board of Nursing if they have any criminal offenses, beyond minor traffic violations, which may limit obtaining Registered Nurse (RN) licensure.

Phase III: In this phase, applicants will participate in a panel interview to assess written, verbal, and interpersonal skills. 

Phase IV: Selected applicants will receive a 
letter of acceptance. The letter will include information for accessing the Nursing Program Policy & Procedures and Virtual Orientation. The student must submit an affidavit of acknowledgement, acceptance and compliance of the Nursing Program Policy & Procedures before the College Drop/Add Deadline.

At the applicant’s expense, the following items must be completed before the College Drop/Add Deadline:
· Health Form
•	College-approved criminal records check and drug testing at the applicant’s expense. Note that applicants should consult Florida Board of Nursing if they have any criminal offenses, beyond minor traffic violations, which may limit RN licensure eligibility.
· •	Immunizations 
· and health report
· •	Screening for tuberculosis (TB)
· •	Certification in American Heart Association Basic Life Support for Healthcare Providers (CPR and AED) 



ACADEMIC POLICY and PROGRESSION CRITERIA
The academic standards in the Nursing program are very rigorous and require full-time commitment. 
· A grade of C or higher must be earned in General Education (16 credits) and Program Specific (14 credits) courses. 
· A minimum percent score of 77% must be earned in each Nursing/NUR course (42 credits) in order to progress in the program. 
· A score of less than 77% earned in a Nursing/NUR course will require a reattempt.
· One Nursing/NUR course may be repeated or reattempted only once. If a minimum percent score of 77% is not achieved when the course is repeated or reattempted, dismissal from the program will result. 
· If a minimum percent score of 77% or Withdrawal/W grade occurs in two or more Nursing/NUR courses, dismissal from the program will result. 
· Dismissal from the Nursing Program will occur if a student is deemed unsafe or unprofessional in clinical practice/patient care.
· The Academic Review Committee (ARC) will evaluate each student who is unsuccessful in a course or has an interruption in their program sequence. An alternate program plan will be developed by the committee in collaboration with the student. 
· The program will make every effort to accommodate students with appropriate clinical training sites. However, admission to the program and completion of the curriculum does not guarantee placement at all clinical training sites.
· Admission to the program and completion of the curriculum does not guarantee the award of RN licensure by the Board of Nursing.
· Attendance and punctuality is mandatory for all classroom, laboratory, and clinical activities. The third and each subsequent classroom absence and/or partial absence will result in a 5-point deduction from the final course grade. Attendance (100%) is required for all laboratory and clinical activities.


Providers (CPR and AED)



ASN to RN -to BSN NURSING CAREER LADDER:
Credits earned in the ASN program will count towards the related baccalaureate Nursing degree completion (RN -to BSN) program under the provisions of Florida Rule 6A-10.024. This creates a career ladder so that students can proceed toward their educational objectives as rapidly as their circumstances permit. Please note that ASN graduates will be required to complete all General Education, Program Specific Courses, Foreign Language competence, and earn the Florida Registered Nursing RN credential before admission to the RN- to BSN program at FSW. For more information, please refer to the RN -to BSN Program of Study. information at: http://www.fsw.edu/academics/programs/bsnursing



AS Nursing Program of Study (72 credits)

General Education and Program Specific Coursework

	General Education Requirements 
	16 credits required

	ENC 1101 Composition I, must complete with a “C” or better
	3 credits, writing intensive

	Any General Education Humanities
	3 credits

	PSY 2012 Introduction to Psychology, or
SYG 1000 Principles of Sociology
	3 credits

	Any General Education Math *May Application/Fall 2016 start or
Any General Education Mathematics
[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: STA 2023 Statistical Methods I *October Application/Spring 2017 startis one of the required math courses for the RN-BSN degree
	3 credits

	BSC 1085C Anatomy and Physiology I or
BSC 1093C Anatomy and Physiology I
	4 credits

	Program Specific Coursework for Entry Level Nurse
	14 credits required

	BSC 1086C Anatomy and Physiology II or
BSC 1094C Anatomy and Physiology II
	4 credits

	MCB 2010C Microbiology
	4 credits

	HUN 1201 Human Nutrition
	3 credits

	DEP 2004 Human Growth and Development
	3 credits

	Program Specific Coursework for Florida Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
	14 credits required

	BSC 1086C Anatomy and Physiology II or
BSC 1094C Anatomy and Physiology II
	4 credits

	ASE 1000 LPN Statewide Articulation Credit
	10 credits



Two Core Options Available, Entry and LPN Transition

Nursing Core Courses, Entry Curriculum

	Nursing Core Courses 
	42 credits required

	NUR 10220 Fundamentals of NursingHealth and Wellness Across the Lifespan
	6 credits5 credits

	NUR 10220L Health and Wellness Across the Lifespan ClinicalFundamentals of Nursing Clinical
	2 credits3 credits

	NUR 10235L Fundamentals of Nursing Practicum Health and Wellness Across the Lifespan Practicum
	1 credit

	NUR 106034 Health Assessment Health to Illness Across the Lifespan
	25 credits

	NUR 106034L Health to Illness Across the LifespanHealth Assessment Lab Clinical
	13 credits

	NUR 12114L  Health to Illness Across the Lifespan Practicum Adult Nursing I
	4 credits1 credit

	NUR 1211L 2035 Adult Nursing I ClinicalHealth Alterations Across the Lifespan
	34 credits

	NUR 15112035L Health Alterations Across the Lifespan Clinical Introduction to Mental Health Concepts in Nursing
	13 credits

	NUR 2140 Pharmacology for Nurses
	2 credits

	NUR 2310440 Pediatric Nursing ConceptsChildren and Women’s Health
	23 credits

	NUR 2310440L Children and Women’s HealthPediatric Nursing Clinical Clinical
	2 credits

	NUR 2424244  Maternal Nursing ConceptsFamilies in Crisis-Complex Health Problems
	2 credits5 credits

	NUR 2244L Families in Crisis-Complex Health Problems ClinicalNUR 2424L Maternal Nursing Clinical
	13 credits

	NUR 2520 Mental Health Nursing Concepts
	2 credits

	NUR 2520L Mental Health Nursing Concepts Clinical
	1 credit

	NUR 2260 Adult Nursing II
	3 credits

	NUR 2260L Adult Nursing II Clinical
	3 credits

	NUR 2810 Professional Issues and Role Development
	2 credits

	NUR 2941L Clinical Preceptorship
	2 credits



Nursing Core Courses, LPN Transition Curriculum

	LPN Articulation Credit 
Articulation credit will be assigned for these credit hours in the final semester of the Nursing Program and noted on the transcript with a grade of satisfactory (S)
	10 Credits Required

	NUR 1022 Fundamentals of Nursing
	6 credits

	NUR 1022L Fundamentals of Nursing Clinical
	2 credits

	NUR 1023L Fundamentals of Nursing Practicum
	1 credit

	NUR 1511 Introduction to Mental Health Concepts in Nursing
	1 credit

	Remaining Core Coursework
	32 Credits Required

	NUR 1038C Transition to Professional Nursing
	3 credits

	NUR 1211 Adult Nursing I
	4 credits

	NUR 1211L Adult Nursing I Clinical
	3 credits

	NUR 2140 Pharmacology for Nurses
	2 credits

	NUR 2310 Pediatric Nursing Concepts
	2 credits

	NUR 2310L Pediatric Nursing Clinical
	2 credits

	NUR 2424 Maternal Nursing Concepts
	2 credits

	NUR 2424L Maternal Nursing Clinical
	1 credit

	NUR 2520 Mental Health Nursing Concepts
	2 credits

	NUR 2520L Mental Health Nursing Concepts Clinical
	1 credit

	NUR 2260 Adult Nursing II
	3 credits

	NUR 2260L Adult Nursing II Clinical
	3 credits

	NUR 2810 Professional Issues and Role Development
	2 credits

	NUR 2941L Clinical Preceptorship
	2 credits


Information is available online at: www.fsw.edu/academics/ and on the School of Health Professions Home page at: www.fsw.edu/sohp
