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September Minutes:9/13 /13 
Humanities and Fine Arts Department Meeting
Dr. Catherine Wilkins
I.  Call to order and and August minutes:  One correction:  Instead of “full-time faculty” put “all sections across the district” in section about Russell and Sarah’s assessment.
I. Information Items:  


a. Administrative visit rescheduled to Oct. 25th.  We will propose 1:00 but people are willing to wait until 2:00.



b.  Hiring update:  The search for a new Dean closes on 9/18.  Hum line on Charlotte as well.  Posted in late 
October.  Rath suggested closing date of Jan. 2.  Dr. Rath mentioned that there is an open Fine Arts line.  



c.  Colloquium schedule:  Marty Oct. 10th and Nov. 6th for Catherine and Sarah.  Dueling docs 11/18.



d. Dana’s student show opens 11/21 in J bldg.,  Stuart’s play, Dead Man’s Cell Phone by Sara Rule.  Very poetic,  
poignant and funny.  Opens Nov. 14th.  Music performances:  Nov. 17th, 26th and Dec. 4th.  Dr. Wright has 
picked up the tab for Stuart’s storage and Mann hall for Tom.  
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	Brown
	X
	
	

	Chase
	X
	
	

	Fontaine
	X
	
	

	Hoover
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e.  HUM textbook progress:   Harold is working on the intro.  The rest of us compiling stuff for our chapters for 
October meeting.



f.  Peer review process:  Sarah and Catherine visited with Mike on Collier last Wednesday.  Suggestions about 
visiting other people’s classrooms.  Should count as professional development.  Not required but would be a good 
idea to create for the person.  An artifact for their portfolio and add a degree of professionalism.



g. Portfolios:  Haroldo, Ron, Sarah, Tom and Mike.  Pre-conference conference with Dr. Rath last week of Sept.
III.  Discussion Items:  

a.  Fine Arts Certificate and Degree Programs:  Catherine met with Dr. Rath and learned that he cannot support a BFA at this 
moment.  We probably need to wait for the new Dean.  In the meantime we could try to establish some certificates and degrees 
in A.S. programs.  We can develop our own curriculum but the state has requirements as well.  Attempt to bring back the Pops 
concert.  Maybe it is time to reconsider the Pops in light of the fact that Dr. Allbritten is open to revisiting ideas when there is 
evidence that their initial ideas haven’t worked.

b.  Assessment:   Dr. Wright’s goal is for all faculty members to be engaged in course-level assessment in 3-5 years.  How can we take the initiative in order to maintain control?  Essay:  deals with resistance to assessment, particularly the prescribed bureaucratic version.  Our assessment goals from our visioning exercise don’t relate to content at all--they are largely affective and develop creative thinking capability.  Can we turn our statements (D, E, F, L and M) into appropriate program-level outcomes.  From there, let every instructor develop an assignment in their class that attempts to meet one of the program goals in the class.  These can be as diverse as our faculty is instead of being prescribed.  The feedback should be for the professor in order to improve rather than for the administration.  Perhaps this can actually help shape our identity on campus. 


Professors Brown and Lublink share the concern that no faculty have the appropriate training for the task.  There is probably 
very compelling assessments designed to measure creativity already out in the world but a faculty member would need a 
release to do something meaningful.

IV.  Open Forum:  Discussion of Jeffersonian philosophy of education vs. the current trend in our state favoring Corporate-sponsored education.  
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