Mathematics Department Meeting Minutes
11/12/10

1.   Discussion of new course offerings: (Geometry, Linear Algebra, Abstract Algebra, and Mathematical Foundations)


Geometry –


* Course number question MTG 3206 – Joan & Don


* Following State guidelines - Laurice


* Question prerequisites (Calc I/Calc II) – JoAnn

* Any Geometry course would be beneficial – Scott


* Old Geometry course number was MTG 3212 – Joan


* Education school put course in at 2200 _ JoAnn

* Two Geometry courses – Middle School (MTG 2206) – Joan





      -  High School


* Mathematics department should set standards – Laurice


* Questioned content: Taxicab Geometry and Fano and Young – Scott


*Suggested changing Middle School number and making Geometry (secondary) 2202 – Joan

Mathematical Foundations –


* Learning outcomes should match up with outline – Joan


* CT and COM competencies mentioned several times instead of just once - Scott


* Administration wants to see more General Education competencies referenced – Joan


* This course is what is driving the Mathematics department to teach these courses – Scott

Linear Algebra –


*Verified Calc III requirement – Bre


Abstract Algebra –


*Fundamentally the same as FGCU


JoAnn, Scott, and Laurice approved the forms being used for these courses


IDS is an experimental course and doesn’t need to go through evaluation at this time. Let Don know about any changes. All other courses will be forwarded to the committee for approval.


We want to thank Joan and Ron for their efforts.

2.   College Prep Issues – 

What do you think about combining 9024 and 1033 in one textbook?


* Not all students coming from 9024 – Joan

* Make 1033 2 – 2 credit courses – Joan


* Saving money on text shouldn’t be the driving force – Laurice


* Want to see what PERT test looks like – Sabine


* PERT test starts May 23rd


* Any combining will be done with 9013 and 9024 – JoAnn


What about combining 1033 and 1105?


*Sounds like separate textbooks are in order here – JoAnn


* Have instructors see how many students are actually purchasing textbooks - Laurice


* Likes text and the functional analysis approach in 1105 - Bert

What are your feelings about the Enhanced Web assign demonstration?


*Web assign sold at presentation but not easy to work with – Scott


* Mylabsplus much easier to work with – Scott


* 2nd year using Web assign in Calculus and still sending messages - Scott


*Need to get references from professors at other colleges before changing software – Don


*Web assign appears very cumbersome to use, not everything is there – Don

* Questions being asked at demonstration, not being answered directly by reps – Joann


* Student gets a new problem every time – Dorothy


* They never get a new problem in Calculus – Scott


* Suggested using Web assign before adopting text - Scott


* Anyone interested in trying Web assign in the classroom should step forward – Don


* Is anyone interested in pursuing the Web assign product? – JoAnn 



Response was that no one was interested 


*Should we follow through with Aleks demonstration? – JoAnn




Response was yes – scheduled for 12/10 at 10:00 a.m.

Course restructuring status –


* Restructuring of courses on hold in College Prep – Sabine and Dorothy


* Splitting up into 2 – 2 credit courses being suggested – Sabine


* State asking everyone to wait – Sabine


New Positions -


* College Prep is in the process of hiring 2 new instructors for spring semester – Sabine


*Math department will be hiring 2 – 4 professors in the fall - JoAnn

* One committee will be used for the selection of a 4 positions – JoAnn


College Prep Seminars


* Best practices sharing sessions - Sabine


*Math dept and College Prep will pool resources and work together – JoAnn

* Expand in future to include two different times for adjuncts and evening staff – Laurice

3.   Math Center –


 Collier County

* Already serving everyone through one center – Joan


* One room to go to is lovely – Joan


 Lee County 


*Less than 10% of students going in for help - Laurice

* looking to hire additional technicians - JoAnn

* Both labs under Kevin Shriver – JoAnn

* Looking into combining labs - JoAnn


*Triage approach - students referred to appropriate technicians - Laurice


*Getting negative PR when students can’t be helped – Becky


*Students being put down rather than being helped – JoAnn


Hendry County


* In process of hiring a technician – Sandra

* Interviews already set up – Sandra

4. Assessment Projects


College Algebra - Laurice


* Post tests are in mailboxes – 2 different forms


* Due back December 2nd

* 1700 students took pretest


Pre-Calculus – Becky


*184 students took pretest and 140 the post test


* Some students did worse on post test than pretest


* Rest doubled up to 50 % correct

* Problem with continuous vs. discontinuous


*No incentive if not told to study


* Would help if it was a mini version of the final exam


* Don Ran forth to take over in the spring


* Handout to be mailed to Joan


Intermediate Algebra – JoAnn


* Survey – selected 8 items to query students about

5. Learning Styles Inventory


* We have temporarily moved away from this

6. Quantitative Reasoning


*Sent out in e-mail


* People not here

7. Mylabsplus update - JoAnn


*Masters okay for all classes


*Technicians have to write code – available December 17th – 21st

* Once you get courses you can opt out


* 1033 and up instructors can do what they want


* Can copy easily using import 


*XL courses need to be made importable, and then try
8. 1033 Bypass Exam - JoAnn

*4:30 December 13 here at Lee


* Results back to students by December 15th or 16th

* Giving, grading, making up master lists and notifying students are responsibilities 

* Joan will let JoAnn know Monday if they are going to do it themselves

9. Professional Meetings - JoAnn


* 12/10 @ 2:00 Sun Coast in Tampa


* 1/6-1/9 MAA – JoAnn going


*2/11-2/12 MAA State – Valencia College

10. Chemistry Department complaint - Joan

* Graphing with scaling is not being taught


* Suggestion – Make 1033 a prerequisite for Chemistry


*They use different terminology

* Everyone needs to see connection to other courses

11. Technology update – Laurice


* Tablet PCs – Theo would consider a proposal to purchase


* Purchase needs to be approved by Technology who is using Dell


* We need to let them know what our needs are as a group


* Need Mathtype for e-mail and Smart tools

12. Calculator Issues - 

* Survey showed that 1 out of 10 colleges allowed calculators - Becky

*Many schools have gone back to no calculators - 

* We would be shocked if we gave test without use of calculators - Jim

* Curtailing costs for texts, software, and calculators – Laurice


*Should we leave the policy the same? – JoAnn

13. Student Assistants - Jim


* Program has been initiated and is working


* Generally, it’s been a big success so far


* Usually the instructor can only address about 10% of the students, now we can handle more


* More and more students are asking questions


* Student assistants should be utilized more – Scott

14. Class visitations


*JoAnn visited Laurice’s class


* Collegiate High School math teacher looking for other teachers to participate in project
