To:
Dr. Noreen Thomas

From:  Don Ransford, Marty Ambrose, Kathy Clark, Joan Van Glabek,


Wendy Chase, and George Manacheril

Date:
August 4, 2006

Re:
Recommendations from the Student Learning Outcomes Committee

We appreciate the opportunity we were given to attend the SACS Institute in Orlando, 2006.  The following list provides some of the features that other institutions are currently using to meet SACS criteria that we would like to incorporate into Edison College. We feel these suggestions would help distinguish our institution from our competitors.  

1. Establish a position called Learning Outcomes Associate to serve as a liaison between faculty and Institutional Effectiveness; this individual would develop RFP, conduct professional development, work with logistical plan and reports, and provide on-going support and guidance for assessment research.

3.
Establish a Center for Teaching Excellence that would 


fulfill the SACS core requirements for faculty development.

4.
Create a staff position to help with assessment research.

5.
Provide adequate signage (specific signs on buildings) at every campus.

6.
Convey learning outcomes and assessment process to faculty, advisors, and students through posters, laminated cards, and website links.

7.
Align institutional calendar with assessment recommendations and proposals, with opportunities to present them to the Board of Trustees for budget considerations.

8.
Invite speakers to talk about assessment with both Executive Council and 


faculty; the College needs active assessment involvement at all levels, from 


top management to faculty and staff.

9.
Formulate a SACS steering committee which would consist of faculty,    


management, and staff for coordination and communication purposes as 


we move through the process.

10.
Create an assessment budget through the Center for Teaching Excellence 


that would provide mini-grants for faculty to initiate assessment research.

We feel these suggestions will greatly enhance our readiness for the SACS visit in February and pave the way for a truly learning-centered college.
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