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SECTION I

COURSE INFORMATION: 
TYPE iN THE APPROPRIATE INFORMATION FOR EACH ITEM:
DEPARTMENT:
Biology 
COURSE PREREQUISITE(S):
{successful completion of all college prep courses and corresponding state exit exams} and {bsc 1005 or high school biology} with a “C” or better 
MINIMUM GRADE OF prereqUISITE(s):
C
COURSE CO-REQUISITE(S):
None
COURSE CREDITS OR CLOCK HOURS:
3
credit type:
COLLEGE CREDIT (TRANSFERABLE)
CONTACT HOURS:
3/week
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is an overview of the human position in relationship to other animals. It uses a brief introduction of Mendelian genetics as a foundation for covering the process of evolution, sexual vs. asexual reproduction, animal behavior, and human behavior and reproduction. Topics include examples of evolution on Earth today and the science behind our understanding of how organisms have evolved through geologic time.  The course culminates in how and why organisms survive and reproduce in their environment, followed by how humans fit many of the same patterns of behavior.
GENERAL TOPIC OUTLINE:    
· Mitosis and Meiosis

· Classical Genetics (applied to behavior)
· Evolution and Its Relationship to Behavior
· Animal Behavior and Reproduction
· Human Behavior and Reproduction
LEARNING OUTCOMES:
TYPE IN ALL OF THE LEARNING OUTCOMES, ASSESSMENTS AND GEN ED COMPETENCIES AS THEY SHOULD BE DISPLAYED IN THE SYLLABUS
	LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENTS
	GENERAL EDUCATION COMPETENCIES

	Compare and contrast the processes of mitosis and meiosis and recognize how they relate to reproduction.
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or class/group discussion.
	

	Apply the principles of Mendelian genetics, work out simple problems and relate them to the process of meiosis.
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or  class/group discussion, and/or problem solving.
	

	Analyze and evaluate the role of the evolutionary theory and apply its relationship to animal behavior. 
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or class/group discussion.
	

	Organize various methods of interpreting and supporting evolution as it relates to geologic time.
	Development of an organized table.
	QR

	Analyze and evaluate how all organisms follow the basic patterns of behavior as dictated through genetics and the evolutionary process.
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or  class/group discussion, and/or presentations.
	

	Analyze and evaluate our (human) relationship to all life on Earth and the consequences of and responsibility for our actions.
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or  class/group discussion, and/or presentations.
	

	Analyze and evaluate our (human) relationships with each other and our world as a whole.
	Quizzes, and/or exams, and/or class/group discussion.
	COM, GSR, CT



SECTION II
ICS CODE FOR THIS COURSE:
ADVANCED AND PROFESSIONAL - 1.11.04 - BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 

IF YOU INTEND TO RESTRICT STUDENT REGISTRATION BASED ON THE STUDENTS’ MAJOR(S), ENTER ALL APPLICABLE MAJOR RESTRICTION CODE(S):     
N/A
GRADE MODE:
STANDARD GRADING
IS THIS A GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE?
YES
IS THIS A WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE?
NO
iS THIS AN HONORS COURSE?
NO
IS THIS A REPEATABLE COURSE? 
NO
IF SO, WHAT IS THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CREDITS A STUDENT CAN EARN FOR THIS COURSE?   N/A
DO YOU EXPECT TO OFFER THIS COURSE THREE TIMES OR LESS?   NO
WILL THIS NEW COURSE HAVE AN IMPACT ON OTHER COURSES, PROGRAMS OR DEPARTMENTS?   NO
eXPLAIN:  n/a
THIS COURSE IS A GOOD SUPPLEMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL COURSES CURRENTLY BEING OFFERED.  IT MAY BE TAKEN BEFORE OR AFTER, BUT OVERALL it WILL HELP STUDENTS BETTER UNDERSTAND THEIR PLACE in the natural world and why we behave as we do from a biological perspective.
IF YES, HAVE YOU DISCUSSED THIS PROPOSAL WITH ANYONE (FROM OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND/OR PROGRAMS) REGARDING THE IMPACT? WERE ANY AGREEMENTS REACHED? 

N/A
DO YOU ANTICIPATE THAT STUDENTS WILL BE TAKING ANY OF THE PREREQUISITES LISTED FOR THIS COURSE IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE SAME TERM?   NO
IS ANY CO-REQUISITE LISTED ON THIS COURSE ALSO LISTED AS A CO-REQUISITE ON ITS PAIRED COURSE?   NO
SECTION III

PROVIDE JUSTIFICATION FOR CURRICULUM ACTION (OTHER EXPLANATORY INFORMATION):

I developed and taught this proposed course for several years at San Diego State University; it was used to cover science requirements for non-majors (“Explorations”).  The Biology Department Catalog listed it as “The Biology of Sex.”  However, it is not exactly what the name implies, which is why I opted for “The Biology of Behavior.”  It was a very popular course for non-majors.  I strongly believe that this course will provide essential information for non-science students; they will better understand the value of science and the influence of the natural world in their everyday life. The goal of the course is to help our students become more informed citizens and responsible adults.

NOTE: 
CHANGES FOR THE UPCOMING FALL TERM MUST BE SUBMITTED AND APPROVED NO LATER THAN THE FEBRUARY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING PRIOR TO THE START OF THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR. CHANGES DURING MID-SCHOOL YEAR ARE NOT ALLOWED. EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES WILL REQUIRE APPROVAL FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS TO BEGIN IN THE SPRING TERM. THE PROPOSED CHANGES MUST BE PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY THE SEPTEMBER CURRICULUM COMMITTEE PRIOR TO THE SPRING SEMESTER.
EXCEPTION: 
COURSES PUBLISHED IN THE 2010-2011 CATALOG THAT ARE PENDING CURRICULUM APPROVAL WILL BE EFFECTIVE SPRING 2011. 

TERM IN WHICH PROPOSED ACTION WILL TAKE PLACE:           FALL 2011          
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  VPAA SIGNATURE (IF NECESSARY) TO APPROVE CURRICULUM ACTION MID-YEAR:
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VICE PRESIDENT,

ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS

 

APPROVED EFFECTIVE TERM
FACULTY ENDORSEMENTS: 
PLEASE SEPARATE FACULTY MEMBERS WITH A COMMA (,)
I am writing in support of Mala Wingerd’s proposed course on “The Biology of Behavior.” I believe that this course would enrich the students’ understanding of the biology of living things, and help them understand themselves better. It would also broaden their understanding of the material that many of them study in a general psychology class.
Cheryl Black, Professor 


I would like to offer my support for the development of the class proposed by Mala Wingerd, “The Biology of Behavior.” It is my opinion that our curriculum will be strengthened by the addition of another science course offering for “non-science” students, which at this point have 4-5 options at best unless they choose to take a “hard” science class like biology, physics or chemistry. To the best of my knowledge, the topics that this class intends to cover are not included in detail in any of the other basic science courses that these students are likely to enroll in. Having a basic knowledge of how genetics influences behavior and ultimately leads to evolution is a very relevant subject in science education.  It is also a controversial topic among the general population --- a population that perhaps lacks the basic understanding of biology needed to discuss the subject intelligently. By offering this course I feel we could help to debunk some common misunderstandings related to evolutionary theory and broaden our course curriculum at the same time!

Roz Jester, Professor

I am very supportive of this course. It is a very specific course which introduces concepts not well emphasized in any of our other courses. In addition, as we begin working on the BS in Biology degree here at Edison State College, we need courses such as this one to generate interest in our biology program. As Chair for the Science Department, I also want to emphasize that during our October department meeting, we discussed the proposal of this course and our faculty were in full support.
Peggy A. Romeo, Professor 

DEPARTMENT CHAIR / PROGRAM COORDINATOR ENDORSEMENT:
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Dr. Peggy Romeo


10/4/2010
ASSOCIATE / ACADEMIC DEAN ENDORSEMENT:
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Theo Koupelis


10/4/2010
STUDENT ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR ENDORSEMENT:
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Don Ransford


1/21/2011
DISTRICT DEAN OF INSTRUCTION ENDORSEMENT:
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Robert Beeson


1/21/2011
AFTER REVIEWING AND SIGNING THIS PROPOSAL, THE DISTRICT DEAN WILL RETURN THE PROPOSAL TO THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR OR PROGRAM COORDINATOR WILL SUBMIT THE PROPOSAL TO THE VPAA OFFICE.
THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR/PROGRAM COORDINATOR WILL SEND THIS PROPOSAL ALONG WITH ANY OTHER PROPOSALS FROM HIS/HER DEPARTMENT BEING SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW BY THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE TO THE STUDENT ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW. ONCE APPROVED BY THE STUDENT ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE, SUBMIT THE PROPOSAL(S) TO THE OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AND STUDENT AFFAIRS AT LEAST TWO FRIDAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT SCHEDULED CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING.
FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE REFER TO THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE GUIDELINES, CURRICULUM PROCESS FLOW CHART AND THE CRITICAL DATES TABLE BY CLICKING CURRICULUM COMMITTEE ON THE FACULTY/STAFF LINK FROM THE EDISON HOMEPAGE (CLICK ON THE CURRICULUM PROCESS LINK).
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