Community Service Event: Rush Library Film Series 
Identification of Expected Outcomes: Jane Bigelow, Faculty Librarian and Adjunct Professor of History, developed the Rush Library Film Series to bring together Edison State College faculty, staff, and students with members of the local community to watch screenings of documentary, foreign, and independent films in the Rush Library Auditorium on the Lee Campus. The Rush Library Film Series provides large screen screenings of dynamic, timely, and culturally relevant films not locally available. The screenings are held during the fall and spring semesters, and are free and open to the public. Professor Bigelow leads a thoughtful discussion of the issues raised in the film after each screening. Some screenings are co-sponsored by ESC entities, such as the School of Education and the Multicultural Task Force. Other screenings feature special guest speakers, such as Paul Saltzman, the award-winning director of Prom Night in Mississippi, which was screened in Fall 2010, and Nadine Smith, Executive Director of the advocacy group, Equality Florida. Nadine served as a guest speaker at the screening of For the Bible Tells me So, which was screened in Spring 2011. The Rush Library Film Series selections address a wide range of topics, including the U.S. education system, Calcutta’s Red Light District, the Holocaust, segregation and racism in the American South, religion and homosexuality in the U.S., the food industry, war, and politics. The Film Series’ homepage is http://www.edison.edu/library/filmseries/index.php 

The Rush Library Film Series supports one of the seven strategic priorities of the College: “to provide meaningful opportunities for the cultural development of our community.” In turn, the Rush Library Film Series supports the overall mission of the College: “to inspire learning; prepare a diverse population for creative and responsible participation in a global society; and serve as a leader for intellectual, economic, and cultural awareness in the community.” 
Assessment of Outcomes Achieved: The Rush Library Film Series began in Fall 2009 with two films. The Spring 2011 installment offers four films. The screenings have attracted diverse audience members, which makes for substantive and rewarding discussions. Attendance has increased over time. Some of the early screenings only drew 25 people, while the most recent screenings – Prom Night in Mississippi in Fall 2010 and For the Bible Tells me So in Spring 2011 – drew over 100 audience members per screening. Attendees actively have participated in the post film discussions at each screening; discussions typically last one hour. 
Responses to Prom Night in Mississippi:

Dr. Carol Brown, Adjunct Faculty: “Prom Night in Mississippi was wonderful. So was Paul Saltzman. Students have been emailing expressing how touched they were by this story and the young people's experiences. You have done us a great service.”

Jeniffer Herrera-Andújar, Student Support Services Specialist to filmmaker Paul Saltzman: “Thank you so much for collaborating with Ms. Jane Charles and for taking the time to visit Edison State College. Both the film, ‘Prom Night in Mississippi’ and the ‘Moving Beyond Prejudice’ initiative are very powerful tools that help bring awareness to a ‘silent’ issue in today’s society.  It is wonderful that you are able to provide a safe haven for individuals to share their personal experiences when dealing with injustice.  I really appreciate you and what you do.  I hope our paths will cross again one day soon.”
Ashley Ashabranner, ESC Student: “I had never been to an event like that, but now want to go to more. I really liked the discussion and made two friends." 

Andrew Snyder, ESC Student: “The youngest members of the audience (in the 6th grade) to the lone high school student to the college student and to the adults who have attended other screenings in the Rush Library Film Series asked pointed questions and spoke of observations that brought about meaningful conversation. The most inspirational questions came from the youngest members. The courage to ask questions in a room full of adults and to speak from your heart and display your fears was touching. When the high school student asked about racial diversity and the director suggested the [Southern Poverty Law Center] resource I saw a future leader emerge.”
Samantha Hager, ECS Student: “Little did I know that [Prom Night in Mississippi] would truly change the way I approach life.” 
Caitlin Holloway, ESC Student: “I feel so honored to be part of a state college that entitles me to the opportunity to attend such sophisticated, educational film viewings.” 

Responses to For the Bible Tells Me So:

Dr. Carol Brown, Adjunct Faculty: “I really like the films you select. They are always timely and thought provoking. Thank you, Jane.” 
Dr. Wendy Chase, Faculty: I just wanted to thank you for hosting the screening of For the Bible Tells Me So last weekend.  Roughly a dozen of my students attended (three of whom were in my classes last semester when I told them to mark their calendars.  They didn't even get extra credit and they still showed up!)  Some of these students were devout Christians, two of them are also homosexual, and all of them expressed deep gratitude to the College for sponsoring such an enlightening event.  Not only was the film itself provocative and well-made but the discussion following the film was truly inspirational.  I was impressed by the depth of thought and emotion conveyed by the audience.  The discussion was respectful and enriching--a refreshing antidote to the shouting matches you often see on television when a contentious subject is addressed.  Nadine Smith's opening remarks set the tone and her post-film moderation was equally impressive.  She is intelligent, articulate, calm and persuasive.  It is truly a gift to the community to have such high-quality programming offered free to the public and it fulfills our mission to cultivate lifelong learners who continue to be intellectually curious and engaged outside the classroom walls.

Alison Carville, ESC Student & Gay-Straight Alliance Rep. for SGA: “I attended the Rush Library’s screening of “For the Bible Tells Me So,” a documentary focusing on the correlation of modern American thoughts on homosexuality and Biblical text and conversation. I applaud Edison State College for showing this film to students and having an open, honest dialogue on these issues we face in our society on any given day – but may not always have the confidence to express our inner thoughts on who we are, and who we may love. In our society, we may face challenges in expressing ourselves if we do not fit in a box, or fit the “status quo.” If we do not fit in such a box, we are at risk of being ostracized, demoralized, and thought of as “less than others.” I appreciate the film’s efforts to look at such an emotionally-captivating, insightful document in human history.” 

Evidence of Improvement: Based on the evidence above, the goal of the event has been achieved.

