APPROVED OCTOBER 4, 2009

Speech Communication/Foreign Language Dept. Meeting

Minutes – Sept. 11, 2009

Present:  Myra Walters-chair

Cindy Enslen

John Connell

                Katie Paschall


April Rigoni

Carol Jackson


Laura Leslie


Ann Eastman

Fernando Mayoral

Myra Walters called the meeting to order.  Members introduced themselves.  Minutes from the August meeting were read.  John Connell made the motion that minutes be approved.  Laura Leslie seconded.  A vote was called.  Minutes were approved.

Myra explained her three year chair vision.  She included the following:

3-Year Chair Vision 

To establish the Department of Speech Communication and Foreign Languages as a professional and academic unit by:

· Disseminating information about college policies, procedures and other important announcements.   

· Providing course specific professional development for faculty within the disciplines and across the curriculum. 

· Establishing a learning community amongst faculty (both adjunct and full-time) across the campuses. 
· Establishing valid and reliable assessment tools to promote an ongoing process of assessing student learning outcomes.  
· Establishing appropriate academic support services for students in Speech Communication and Foreign Languages.    
· Advocating for and on behalf of the Speech Communication and Foreign Languages Department. 

· Establishing relationships with the disciplines, departments and administration across the curriculum for the purpose of building partnerships, coalitions and collaborations that will enhance the professional development of faculty and staff; and support the achievement of student learning outcomes.   

The meeting structure was introduced.  First, areas critical to both Speech and Foreign Language will be discussed.  Second, a speech meeting will be held.  
Myra reminded the group that Portfolios for both full time and adjunct faculty will be due.  Myra will be responsible for assisting the dean in reviewing the portfolios for the department. Her role is primarily to serve as a content specialist. She asked Fernando to assist her with the portfolio review of the Foreign Language adjuncts.   Adjuncts will prepare a mini portfolio and submit it to Bonnie Lawler, Adjunct Coordinator.  These will then be given to Myra to review.  It was recommended that all go to TLC programs.  To document your attendance, please keep the TLC certificate for the portfolio.
The curriculum committee process was reviewed.    Myra provided a document and we had a discussion of the process.  

Assessment Update - We were advised that we were waiting for further information from Marty and information will be provided at future meetings.

Unit Goals and Department Plans – The Chair will work with Rodney Dennison, Associate Dean.

The next meeting will be Oct. 9 at 1:00.  No November or December meetings. In November, speech faculty will be away attending the National Communication Association Conference in Chicago, and in December, the second Friday is the date for the first Fall Commencement.  
Myra will try to obtain a stipend for Fernando for his work with Foreign Language adjuncts.   Myra will work with Fernando at a later date in relation to Language Labs.  Fernando expressed dissatisfaction with the lab conditions.  Because Lab fees are paid by the students, accommodations must be made.

It was suggested that a better room was needed for polycom access.  But we moved the furniture and accomplished the goal.

In closing remarks, Myra expressed a belief that Dr. Atkins will be helpful in the development of the department.

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Paschall

