	Meeting Minutes 
	



	Date
	September 11,2009
	Time
	1:00 – 2:35 PM

	Facilitator
	JoAnn Lewin
	Scribe
	Becky Berthiaume

	Subject
	Math Department Meeting

	Attendees
	Rona Axelrod, Becky Berthiaume, Scott Berthiaume, Michael Chiacchiero, Jane Conner, Jane Cudworth, James Daniels, Sabine Eggleston, Lloyd Hicks, JoAnn Lewin, Laurice Garrett, Marge Moller, Don Ransford, John Salem, Sandra Seifert, Christy Smith, Ron Smith, Don Warren, James Ward, Joan Van Glabek 

	Key Points Discussed

	No.
	Topic
	Highlights

	1
	Math Center Updates
	Lee Campus: Ron reported that we have hired one full-time technician (Joshua Blackburn). Reference checks are almost complete and Joshua should be able to start on the 30th. We also still have Johnny Jones in the afternoons and on Saturdays and two new part-time technicians who can start any time.   There are also five student tutors who are either currently taking Diff EQs or have already done so.  Once everything gets organized the hours of operation should be about what they were in the past, with possibly a few more hours on Saturdays.  Once the hours are official, Ron will send out a notice.  Jim Ward asked if the center will have calculators so that the technicians can help students with calculator issues.  Ron will look into getting SmartView installed on the computers in the center.  Don Ransford also recommended using TI’s volume purchase program to secure some free calculators for the centers.  Ron also reported that Lucinda will be doing workshops for the math center (1033 and 1105) up to 10 hours per week.
Collier Campus:  Joan reported that they have two student tutors who are covering the needs of the center so far.  She noted that the position for a technician is no longer being advertised so she is not sure they will be getting a full time person.

Charlotte Campus:  Christy reported that they are still in the search process for a technician.  Currently they only have student tutors working in the center.

	2
	MAT 1033 Assessment Project
	Jim Ward reported that the document outlining the areas on which to focus for improvement will be sent out next week to all 1033 instructors.  This document is a result of the first Pre/Post test administered last year.  The second Pre/Post test will be administered this spring.  Jim will also send out a copy of the Pre Test.  The Post Test will be built into the core questions of the final exam.

	3
	Use of computer labs
	Currently the computers in the K building lab are only for the use of business students. However, this is being discussed by administration.  

	4
	New Assessment Projects
	JoAnn reminded everyone that Theo has asked us to come up with 2 or 3 more assessment projects.  Joan V. commented that she spoke to Marty Ambrose and Marty indicated that all assessment projects must come through her committee.   There was some discussion as to whether this only applies to GenEd assessment projects or also to those that Theo has asked us to do.  JoAnn will meet with Marty and Theo to clarify.

	5
	MAC 1105 Group
	Laurice is setting up a group page for 1105 similar to the one for 1033.  This will serve as a repository of documents to be shared (e.g. syllabi, MyMathLab instructions, etc.)  There was some discussion relative to trying not to duplicate what Christy and Margie have done on the Math Group page.  It was recommended that the Math Group page contain subgroup pages for each course.  The course coordinator will be given administrative rights to maintain the page.  Rona will check to see if there is a limit on the number of administrators allowed and also on the possibility of having discussion boards for each subgroup.

	6
	Curriculum Review
	Don Ransford will have SLS1533 ready for our October meeting. 

Scott would like to meet with the Calculus group after today’s meeting if time permits.
The 1033 focus group will go over the optional vs. required list for 1033 and then revisit the learning outcomes to finalize the curriculum review.

Our goal is to do final revisions and approval at the October department meeting.

	7
	Graders/Teaching Assistants Update
	HR is drafting job descriptions for a grader and a teaching assistant. JoAnn will send the draft out to the department for comments and recommendations and would like everyone to provide comments as soon as possible to Theo.  Currently, minimum requirements for grader are AA in discipline and ability to work at least 10 hours per week.  Minimum requirements for Teaching Assistant are BA in discipline and ability to work at least 20 hours per week.  Don Warren noted that TAs at FGCU can be seniors.

	8
	Discussion with Kevin Shriner regarding useful data
	JoAnn reported that Kevin Shriner plans to attend the 1033 focus group meeting next week to discuss what kind of data we would like him to provide.  Anyone with suggestions should email JoAnn before the focus group meeting.

	9
	Travel
	Steve Atkins has indicated that there are limited funds for primarily in-state travel this year.  Anyone who wants to go to the October FTYCMA retreat in Lakeland should let JoAnn know right away.  The following people expressed interest: Don R, Don W, Jim W, Sandra S, Margie, and possibly Laurice and Rona.  JoAnn encouraged carpooling, sharing rooms, etc. so that we can send as many people as possible.  JoAnn also indicated that we could send some people to the joint MAA-FTYCMA meeting in February that will be held in Gainesville.  If anyone wants to go to the AMATYC conference in Las Vegas, they will have to present a strong case as to how the conference will benefit the department/school as a whole. Don R. has already reserved one room and offered to share if anyone is interested. Don R. reminded everyone that the deadline for early registration is 9/30.  JoAnn also noted that all travel requests must be approved by the Department Chair.

	10
	Use of MyMathLab in MAC 2233 and WebAssign in MAC 2311/12/13
	Lloyd reported that things are going very well with the MyMathLab for Business Calc.  He recommended that the department require the use of it – no one was opposed so the bookstore will be advised to order only the bundled package for the spring.

Scott reported that the use of WebAssign has been a nightmare. Not enough problems were loaded into the program, many with incorrect answers, entire concepts were left out, and the website cannot handle the high traffic and is constantly down for long periods of time.  He recommended that we not use the program for the spring and the department agreed to request that the bookstore order the text only (no bundled packages).  Don R. indicated that if the program is free with the text book, he would recommend ordering the bundled package, but Scott explained that the program costs the students an extra $20 with the textbook.  Scott also said that the Rep said when we are ready to try it again, we should request a “class test” which would not cost the students anything.

	11
	Mu Alpha Theta
	Becky sent out an email regarding the status of Mu Alpha Theta.  She asked if anyone is interested in sponsoring the club.  No one indicated an interest.  Don R. had communicated with Erin Harrel about this being a function that the new Math Ed hire might take on.  She agreed that it would be a good idea if the person is interested.  However, she did not have an expected hire date for the new person.  The department voted to wait and see if the new hire will be interested.  Becky will let the appropriate person know to deactivate the link on the Edison Website (It was added without anyone’s knowledge when the paperwork was approved for the club.)

	12
	CLAST exam
	It is official that the CLAST is no longer being administered.  JoAnn reported that students still have to meet one of the alternatives.  The alternatives include:  a 2.5 GPA in two MAC classes (at least 6 hours) at or above the 1105 level, MGF 1106 or 1107 or STA2023; SAT score >500; or ACT score >21.  Students can retake the SAT, ACT, or even a course with a grade of C to meet one of these alternatives.  If a student retakes a course with a grade of C, they must pay out-of-state tuition but an override is no longer required.

	13
	Class Coverage for John Carson
	John Carson needs coverage for 3 classes next Thursday (proctoring tests).  The following people volunteered:  11:00 class-Rona; 12:30 class-Jim; and 2:30 class-JoAnn.

	
	OTHER Items
	Rona reported that she, JoAnn, Mary Myers and Kevin Lavrack  are participating in a webinar with Pearson to discuss the possibility of Edison having a site license for MyMathLab so students would not have to pay for it.  There would be a fee to the school and it would have to be determined how to pass the costs along to students.  Scott requested that Rona ask about some training for the department on how to edit/create questions in MyMathLab.

Don R. reported that the Faculty Senate talked about the use of E-books and that we will need to revisit this in the future as a department.

JoAnn asked all course coordinators to look at publication dates to see if any textbooks are up for new adoption.
Don R. reminded everyone that Theo asked us to explore the possibility of an interdisciplinary course.  There is already one that has been approved (Problem Solving Through Critical Thinking) if anyone wants to take a look at the course outline and explore it further.

JoAnn informed everyone that SIR IIs are being distributed on 10/26 and will be due back by 11/20.


	Action Plan

	No.
	Action Item
	Owner
	Target Date

	1
	Announcement of Math Center Hours
Put in order with IT to install SmartView on computers in the math center.
	Ron Smith
	

	2
	MAT 1033 Assessment: Send out document outlining the areas on which to focus on  for improvement and copy of PreTest.
	Jim Ward
	Next week

	3
	New assessment projects:  Meet with Marty Ambrose and Theo Koupelis to clarify whether all assessment projects are to go through Marty’s committee or just the GenEd projects.
	JoAnn Lewin
	

	4
	MAC 1105 Group:  Check on group pages to see if there is a limit on the number of administrators and if it is possible to have a discussion thread for each subgroup page.
	Rona Axelrod
	

	5
	Curriculum review for SLS1533
	Don Ransford
	before October meeting so dept. can approve

	6
	Curriculum review for Calculus series
	Scott Berthiaume
	before October meeting so dept. can approve

	7
	Curriculum review for MAT 1033
Send out Optional vs. Required list

Focus group to meet Wednesday, Sept. 16
	Jim Ward
	before October meeting so dept. can approve

	8
	Grader/Teaching Assistant – JoAnn to send out drafts of job descriptions to department for comments
	JoAnn Lewin
	

	9
	Let bookstore know to only order Business Calc books bundled with MyMathLab.
Let bookstore know to order the Calculus textbook only (no WebAssign bundles)
	JoAnn Lewin
	by spring ordering deadline

	10
	Math Honor Society – request that link on Edison Website be deactivated
	Becky Berthiaume
	ASAP
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